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It grieneth me not to write the ſame things toyou,and for 
Jouit is a ſure thing. _ 
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Hearken, and your ſoule ſhall lige. 
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3 
The Do&arines of the firſt Sermon, 


1 That godly ſorrow and holy affiiftvon,ds the beſt remeedie 
i any ſorrow and affli | 

2 That the greateſt affiiBlion that ſhould tonch the hearts 
of pay 9. the afflittion of the Church. 

3 That we muſt neuer ceaſe our humiliation, till God gine 
conſolation. 

4 That good men muſt wſe their eyes to ſtirre wp their 

hearts to pitie and compaſſion,that ſo they may be pierced with 


griefe and ſorrow: 


5 That the mare harmeleſſe menbe,the more they ſhall be 


mnolefted. 


6 That when troubles ariſe againſt our bodies and ftater, 


Satan labours to breed troubles tn our ſoules. 


The Dodtrines of the ſecond Sermon. 


1 Thatthereis no diftreſſe, no breaking & cruſning what- 
ſoerer,that ſhall hinder Gods people from praying wnto him. 

3 That the name of Godis the only cauſe that brings Chri- 
ffrans into Gods preſence , and xhay thens to call upon his 
name,with ſtrong cries and comfortable requeſts. 


3 That yo children in their prayers and ſernices doe 


. marke and kyow how they ſpeed. 

4 That thoſe whom God hath once heard in mercie he will 
alwaies heare. 

5 That they that would not haue God to ſhut his eares a- 
gainſt their prayers,muſt be ſure that they ſigh and crie. 

6 That mthe day that we draw meere to God inprayer,God 
will draw neere to vs inmercie. 

7 That Godonly can cure the heart of feares. 

8 That Gods the maintainer and upholder of his people. 


9 That there is nathmg done, ſpoken or thought againſt a- 


»y Chriſtian,but God takes kzowledge of ie. 
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. | Apppgimaiding chap. z.ver[.48. gc.” 

_—_ 'CMyriie eje- caſterh out r1ners of water for: the ae. 
Sraclie of the dinghter of my people, | 
49 Mine eye droppeth without ſlay,and eaſeth nor. 

. $0-Till the Lord looke downe aud behold from hee- 
wen. 
-'-$bÞ Wine eye ebreaku mine brart, becauſe of alt the 
| F Rare: of my citie. -. © 
$2 cHinecnemies thaſed we fore like 4 bird without 
cauſe, 
53 They ſhat vp my life in the dungeon, awd Caſs 4 
one open me, © 
54 Waters flowed ouer my bead, then thought 1, Tam 
defrojed, 4 


FL L theſe words do containe a Lamen- 
$24 tation of the Prophet, and of the>reſt 
37 22 WEEN of Gods people for the rdgements of 
7 mas $3994) God on his Church, and or Icrufalem 
We X41 his owne citic : and for the mifery-and 
4 > 9culamitic.that lay. vpon their-whole 
LAI late: After this fortthey bewaile their 
prom caſe: CMinecyreaſtit th out riters of water Ofc. 
; Now this Lamentationis fet foorth, -- --- '": -2* The divifion., 
Partly:by-the manner of it, and. M6195 200 6 
Partly byche canſerafir.” 5234097 359] 9544 CANE EW Ol 
'A3 The. 
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The manner of it is declared in the foure former verſes, and 


+ thatby diuers circumſtances: namely, 


Firſt, by the greatneſle of it; for in regard of the mi- 
ſerie of the daughter of his people, hee did not onely 
moyſten his eyes with teares,bur ſent foorth riuers of 
teares, verf.q8. which is an exccſſiue kinde of ſpeech 
viuall in the Scriptures, and fgnifying that hee wept 
abundantly. : 

'S _ , by the continuance of it. Hine oye 
bell without ſtay , and ceaſeth not , verſe 49. Nei- 
ther ſhall it ceaſe, bur I will continue lamenting r:8 
the Lord looke downe from heaucn, and ſhew lome 
figne that hee doth behold and pitic our eſtate, verſe 


0, | 
, Thirdly, their lamentation is ſet out by the finceritie 
of it, that it procceded from truth-and vprightneſſe : 
IHMine eye breaketh mine heart, verſe 51. That is, the 

' things that I ſec with mine eye, doe cauſe me to la- 
ment wonderfullic : ſo heauie is the caſe of all the 
daughters of my Citie , that it euen breaketh my very 
heart. 


1.Inward,which was griefe of heart. 

The cauſes of it are \ verſ.51. 
. of two ſorts : Ro was the cruelty of 
their enemies : which is ſer forth : 


Firſt, by a ſimilitude taken from fowlers : I/ye 
enemies haue chaſed me ſore like a bird,verl.52.1mplying 
thereby thatthey made it a ſport, a recreation and trade 
to purlue Gods ſeruants : they did(as it were)go a hau- 
king after innocent and harmeleſſe ſoules. 

Secondly, their crueltic is deſcribedby a compariſon 
taken from hunters, who vſcd to digge pits to the intent 
that great beaſts might fall into them, and ſo be intrap- 
pet : andthen they would throw ftones at them, or yſe 
ome fuch meanes to kill them, when they uſt not goe 
dawne into the pit where they were: 

Such 


. . Such were the plots and endeauours of their aduer- 
faries : they were as cunning and as eager in their at- 
tempts agaiuſt the people of God, as men would be 
in killing a Beare or a Lion,that otherwiſe would 
kill them if they were at libertie, verſe 53. Laftly, 

their crueltie is ſet out by a compariſon drawne 
from the inundation of waters : their rape was like 


the violence of mightie riuers and fl , that o- 
uerflowe and drowne all that comes in their way, 
verl.54- . 


Verſ.48. Mane eye caFreth ont rivers of water|Their af- 
fiction was fo ſore, that their caſe in regard of any earth- 
I ſuccour that could bee cxpeCted , was helplefſe and re- 
medilefſe. In yaine it was to ſpeake ynto men ; for they 
were inexorable, becauſe they were mercilefſe: in vaine it 
was to take weapons; they had had too much of that 
before, and by that meanes Zedckiah had euen vndone 
them : and as for other helps, they were as farre to ſeeke as 
for theſe. Now therefore they fall to weeping, and ſeeke 
eo relicue themſclues by teares, and by Fohes and grones 


before the Lords throne in heauen. Whence ariſcth this 


doarine : 


| . That godly forrow and holy affliction is the beſt reme- Do#Z.1. 
_ die in any ſorrow and afflition whether it be from men, Godly ſorrow 


from Satan, or from God himſelfe : whether it be on bo- png gg 
IC. 


die, on Rate, on name,or onthe minde and ſoule of a man : 
wherher it bee on particular perſons, our ſelues, or thoſe 
that are about vs,or onthe whole land, on Church orcom- 
mon wealth, this is the moſt ſoueraigne remedie in all mi- 
ſeries and extremities whatſocuer. This inward godlie 
griefe is a-falue for cuerie ſore, and a plaiſterfor euerie 
wound. To weepe and crie and poure out our hearts be- 
fore God is that courſe that they here rake, andthat which 
wee muſt take in the like diftreffe : according to the mea- 
fure of the affliction, and as it is more -oblike or priuarte,,. 
fo muſt be the meaſure of our lamemation. To this there 

is 
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Iſaiah 61. 
b 2.&c, 


Reaſon 1. 


Jecl2.13. 
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is promiſe made in the prophecie of 725ah: That when 
our hands cannot helpe our ſelues, nor our tongues pre- 
uaile with others, yet then we may relieue our ſelues by our 
prayers vnto God: forin that place the/Lord-yndertaketh 
that mourners ſhall be comforted,&c. God the Father ſends 
his owne ſonne, and the Father and the Sonne doeſend the 
holy Ghoſt, that when men are mourning and feele their 
poucttic ſo as it breakes their hearts, the ſpirit whichis the 
Comforter may miniſter comfort ynto them: that when 
they ſeele their captiuitie and impriſohment, Chriſt Teſus 
may ſet them ar libertie : bee they neuer ſo weake, neuer 
ſo meane, neuer ſo miſerable, neuer ſo ſinful, if orice they 
comethus to mourne, they ſhall haue their hearts comfor- 
red : though they bee couered with aſhes, God will giue 
them beautiefor aſhes,and prr.on them the garment of | glad- 
veſſe, for the ſpirit of heauineſſe: beſtowing vpon them thar 
which ſhall make them cheerefull, exex the oyle of zoy : nor 
an earthly butan heauevly oyle. Bo -:: , 
And there is great cauſe, why. God ſhould deale ſo with 
ſuch kinde of perſons : for  FnaityoM 9 
1 Hee is full ofpitie and compaſſion : andtherefore the 
Prophet Tce/ biddeth vs rexd on harts and not orr garments: 
that is, bring inward ſorrow that may cruſh and breake the 
heart,and then turnevnto-the Lord: which if we doe, wee 
ſhall be ſure of reliefe : and why ? The Lord ts mpreifull, 
(faith he) and our God is very ready to forgize. ; 
When wee ſee our children mourning and confeſſing 
their faults,we cannot but haue our bowels -of compaſſion 
yearning towards them. "+ 
If /aceb had ſtood by and heard his ſonne oſephs piti- 
full moane,that in the anguiſh of his ſoule hee made ynto 
his brethren, when they dealt ſo vnnaturallie with him, 
would hee not hauepitied him, and by ſtrong hand haue 
reſcued him from his cruell ſonnes? What ſhall wee then 
thinke of God? he is farre more mercifull then /acob was, 
and wee are necrer vnto him then euer /#phiwas vnto his 
father, ; And therefore when we mourne ina holy manner, 
certainly 
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certainly hee will ari/e and hane mercy ypon've. Hee cannot 
conraine,when hee ſees our hearts full of forrow, and our 
eyes full of teares : for the ſighs and groanes of his people 
doe giue himno reſt in heauen. 

. Secondly,this godly mourning muſt needs be a ſpeciall 
remedie in all manner of afflitions, becaule it makes our 
prayers very forcible : it ſers an edge vpon our petitions, 
and makes vs pray heartily,feruently and ſtrongly. When 
Tacob wept in his prayer, it was fo effeCtuall,thar hee pre- 


uailed. When Gods people ioyned together ro poure forth Geneſ.3 3. 


buckets full of teares, drawne from the bottome of their 
hearts before the Lord,they were maruellouſly helped:tor 


the great meaſure of their teares, made their {upplications 1,5am, 7.6. 


more feruent : and therefore it is ſaid of Chriſt Teſus him- 


ſelfe,that inthe daies of his fleſh hee di1 offer vÞ pray-rs with Hb.$-7« 


Prong crying, and teares unto him that was ol 1: to ſaue him 
fromadeath. When our Sauiour was abou the princip-ll 

oint ofhis mediatorſhip,then did he gather ſtrengch yn- 
to himlelfe by this meanes. 4 

Thirdly,this muſt needs bee very effeQuall, becauſe ir is 

exceeding forcible againſt ſinne : for when ſorrow comes 
into the heart, finne goes out,it will nor lodge there, vn- 
lefſe it be cockered and made much of. When every can la- 
ments his iniquitie, and mournes ouer Chriſt Ieſus. whom 
he hath pierced by his fins; then thereis a fountaine Ope- 
ned to waſh them from all, euen from ſinnes that made a 
ſeparation berwixt God and vs,Zach.12.and x 3 

Secing then that this godly and holy ſorrow is ameanes 
to make God pitie vs,to make ys call earneſtly ypon him 
and to expell finne, which might hinder vs from preuai. 
ling with him, it muſt needs follow, that of all remedies in 
times of diſtreſle,this is the beſt and ſureſ. 


This ſerues for inſtruction vnto ys to vſe all meanes and V/e 1» 


furtherances, whereby wee may attaine ynto this. There 
are many afflictions abroad, many neerer home, in our 
owne toWnes and families : nay there arc many things 

#5 B . : e 


Nehem.9. 
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wmiſſe in our owne hearts : hirereis a medicine for eu 

one of our maladies: letvs getitand yſe ir, and all argu- 
ments and helpes that may continue and encreaſeit: as © 
the Nineuites, bauing diretion-by the Spirit-of God ( as 
many of them as were his ) did,when' Jozah threatned de- 
Rruckion againſt their City within fortie dayes; they aba- . 
ſed themſclues and fell to mourning, and vſed faſting ta 
helpe ic onward: the people muſt ſhew itin their counte- 


' nances : the lowing of the beaſts, and crying of the infants 


muſt further them tothis holy remorſe and griefe for their 
great and hainous tranſgreſſions. They had grieued the 
Lord by their iniGuities, and therefore now they would 
gticue themſclues with godly contrition for them. Hence 
it was that Gods people _— the Iewes vicd to weare 
ſack-cloth, to lic on « ground,and to put duſt ypon their 
heads,which were then means :to further them in the york 
of humiliation, 

Therefore now that wee feare danger isneare vs, let ys 
betake our {cluesto this holy mourning : if wee refuſeto 
docit,and ſtill continueto bee hard-hearted; if the peſti- 
lence come into our families, wee are likely to bee taken a= 
way with the firſt, and:to haue not onely our bodies, bur. 
our ſoules in danger, and that of Gods wrath and cuerla- 
ng diſpleaſure, 

Therefore let vs ſeeke to haue our hearts. mollified b' 
this excellent meanes of God; and for this end conſider of 
the bleſſings of Godplentifully poured downe, vpon our 
nation, and vpon our ſclues in particular : as they did in 
the day of their humiliation, of whom N:hemiah makerh 
mention, 

| Ler vs ſerioufly recount how many mercies wee haue 
enioved,and how much they haue been abuſed : how ma« 
ny affliftions' wee haue felt, and how little wee haue 
been bettered : how many deliuerances wee haue found, 
and yet hay caxcleſle, noy how rebellious we have conti- 


-Itds. | ; 
Let 
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Let vs weigh with our ſclues whar hurt-our finnes haue 
done vnto-vs; how many good things they hauc turned. 
fromvs. and how manly euils they haue puld vpon ys: and 
 aboucall.let vs remember whata huge waight and multi. 
tude of miſcries they haue brought ypon our Sauiour : 
namely,debaſement and humiliation : ſorrowes and ſuffe. 
rings: aſſaulcs and tentations: the heawie burchen of our 
puiltineſſc, and the grieuous puniſhment due for our de- 
| wn : therage and violence of moſt malicious men,and the 
wrath and diſpleaſure of the moſt righteous God: tor- 
ments of body,and terrours of ſoule, and death it felfe, 2 
painfall death,a ſhameful death,and acurſed death. 
*Secondly,hexgeby may thoſe be confured thar thinker F/+ +, 
dangerous to meditate on ſuch things as will diſcomfort 
them,and bring them to deſperation, as they ſpeake : and 
therefore they would haue no man to tell them of their 
finnes.: but let them heare of the mercies of God in Chriſt ; 
tharrhey-arc likely ro eſcape Gods -hand'when the peſti- "Mp 
lence comes neere themn,though others e{cape not, but bee 
ſwept away on cuery {ide of them, being notwithſtandin 
23s good or better then themſclues. Farre be it fron: vs, that 
any here preſent ſhould haue ſuch thoughts, or giue tuch 
caretoſuch<earnall counſell, | 
There is no danger in Chriſtian ſorrow, but the more of 
it,the better. And . Inbox the Apoſile James faith : Suffer Talk.” 
affiiftion,or affli& your ſclues,and ſorrow and weepe:and if a- 
ny thing keepe you from mourning, away with it: /er goe 
laughter, and let carnall mirth be turned into mourning, 
acinar yies heajzines : O then you cannot caſt downe Pe 
your {clues ſo low, but God will raiſe you vp againe, and 
Rrengrthen your hearts withthe greater comfort. 
Obrett. Oh but ro weepe and lamenr,itis not manhood : Hþ;-Hom 
it argues thatmen want courage and fortitude, and isalto- 
gether vnbeſeeming theperſon of aman:rhey will truſt in 
God (they ſay),and neuer mourve for any matter. 
'Dorh it argue want of courage to lament} Nay it ar» Solutions 
gues want of faich not to lament, for finne, What doe 
B 2 + ns 
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Hotr's * 3.3.4, 


Pfalm 6 E, 


they thinke of Zzcob,was he a coward?They cannot ſay fo: 
for the holy Ghoſt giues himthat commendation, that he 
had firength and courage 'not 'onely to. preuaile -againſt 
men, but with the Angell of the Couenant. And what was 
his confli? H-wepr andprayed, as the Prophet Hoſea wit- 
neſleth. Was this .cowardlinefſe? Nothing leſle : for the 
Scriptures commends it for notable ſtrength. 

And further, whar doe they thinke of Daxid ? was he z 
coward?chey will not ſo diſgrace that renowned King,and 
worthie Captaine of the Lords Hoſt, asto lay vpon him 


the imputation of cowardiſe : yet hee makes mention of 


his teares and hart often : as in the Plalmes, where he ſaith, 
that hee watered his conch with teares : that bes eyes did guſh 


Plal.119.136 forth with riners of teares,becauſe men kept not Gods law:and 


Zacharic 12, 


Heb.5. 


{uch hke. Fee 

And what will they fay to all Gods people, of whom it 
is ſaid,that they ſhould monrne as they did for Toſiah im the 
valley of Hadadrimmon, where hee was {laine,wholſe death 
all Uracl did bitterly bewaile? and as one 91ournerh for his 
firſt borne, the onely heire and hope of the familic. What 
will they anſ{were to this? will they condemne all Gods 
people for a generation of cowards? Nay, this is ſo farre- 
from bewraying want of fortitude, that wee may bold! 
ſay, that when men are fulleſt of ſuchteares, they are ful- 
leſt of fortitude. | 


For whar ſhall wee thinke of the Lord Ieſus Chriſtthad 


heeno heart ? was hee deſtitute of courage? that could nor* 
roms. be. Nay, when he was to exerciſe the fulnefle of 

is power: to yndertake ſuch a worke, as no creature durſt 
attempt : when he was to offer vp himſclfe to his father as 
a ſacrifice for the {innes of the Ele : when he was to en- 
counter the Lords wrath and his iuftice, Satan and death, 
hell and damnation, and all the power of darkenefle, thar 
fame time he wept and that abundantly. And I hope none 
will ſay,that then our Sauiours heart failed him, notwith- 
Aanding his bitter teares and cries. 

- In truth thoſe that doe not weepe when there is cauſe, 


& they 
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they are without heart, and vtterly yoid of true fortitude, 
ſubie& to maruellous feares and violent diſtempers(which 
ariſe from a baſe mind); for whar is the reaſon they are-ſo 
afraid of death? but becauſe they haue not mourned for 
their ſinnes, and ſo remoued the ſting of death? which if 
chey had done, they would triumph ouer death, and ſay 
with Saint Paxl,1.Cor.15. O Death where is thy ſting ? 
their hearts would then ſtand faſt as the krong moun- 
taines,and not be afraid of any ill tidings : No not of the peſti- palmar: 2. 
tence that walketh in the darke, nor of the plague that deſtroy- Plalm,g1,6. 
eth at noone day. , FW | 
3 Thirdly, this makes exceedingly for the comfort of T/ez. 
thoſe that are mourners in Sion; they are in fauour with 
God,andout of the reach of al danger,ſo that nothing can | 
befall them for hurt. B/-ſſ-d are thoſe that monrne, for they Marth.y, 
fhal be comforted: :more happie is the poore man that weeps 
for his ſinne, then the greateſt potentate that reioyceth in 
the fleth. : | 
Verſ.18.For the deſtruttion of the daughter of my people.] 
Here is the cauſe of their lamentation : it was p ruines 
and calamities of Gods Church, and poore diſtreſſed ſer- 
wants : whence this doQrine may be gathered, 
"That the greateſt affi tion that ſhould touch the hearts Do#Z.2. 
of Gods people, is the affliction of the Church : as is eui- What aMiiQi- 
dent our of this text : For when Gods inheritance was Js = ——_ 
ſpoiled, ſome put to the ſword, others led captiue, the ,; ho 5 O- ad 
Temple of God razed,and the exerciſes of religion aboli- ; 
ſhed, this made them'to grieuc exceedingly : this was it 
chat wrought vpon leremie, and made him. breake foorth 
Mto thole withes, 0h that mine head were frill of water, aud lerem 9.1. 
ehat mine ey-s were a fountain» of teares, that I might weepe 
day and night for the ſlain: of the daughter of my people ! As if 
he could not haus his fill, nor weepe cnough for the deſo- 
lations of Sion,and the miſerable overthrow thereof which 
he foreſaw. A 
This was it that went neere the heart of good Nche- Nehem. 1.4, 
wiah ; who being in great proſperitic, Cup-bcarer to the 2243-143. 
B3- mightieſt 


Q 


Heb.11.24. 
35.26, 
A&.7. 


Heſt.4.16.. 


Phil.3.6.7. 
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rnightieſt Monarch that was then-in the world, and in pe-. 
ciall favour with him : yer for the affliftion and reproch 
wherein the Church of God was, hee conceiued ſach in- 
ward ſorrow,that he was ſad in the Kings preſence: which 
yet was athing that he muft and would haue forborne, if 
poſſibly he could. Moſes goes further : he doth not onely 
mourne,bur is.content to lay downe his proſperity, and ts 
expoſe his eſtate to a manifeſt querthrow, ſo that he might 
helpe forward the celiucrance of the afflicted Iſraelites, 
and ſave them from the hands of their oppreflors : For hee 
knew he could not be in fauour with Pharaob,if he ſhould 


. toyne with them, whom hee ſo cruelly handled : but he 


choſe rather to ſuffer affliftion with the people of God, then to 
be called the ſonne of Pharaohs dawghter. Heſtcr ſeemes to 

oc ſomewhat beyond him : for ſhereſolues with her ſelfe, 
Pr the cauſe of the Iewes (who were then all deftinatedto 
flaughter )ro aduenture her life in going to the King in 
their behalfe : /wi/lgoe (ſaith ſhe) rhou p it beecomrary to 
thelaw;and if I are, 1 die. 

- But our Lord Ieſus Chriſt goes beyond them all: for 
when he was in ſupreame excellency, hee was fo affected 
with the wofull caſe of his EleR,-into which they had 
broughtrthemaſclues by their owne rebellions againſt him, 
that he humbled himſelfe,and tooke on him the ſtate of a ſer- 
«art ; and ſubmitred himſelfe to many. ſorrowes, diſgra- 
ces,and ſufferings, not onely while he liued, bur principal- 


ly when he died(as hath been before in part declared), that 
to 


he might deliuer his people fromthe wrath to come, 
ane from eternall death, which they had deſerued,and muſt 


-haue elſe endured. 


And there is great reaſon why the affliction of the 
Church ſhould fo affe&t vs : and thar firſt in regard of the 
communion that is berwize God and them : for they are 
calledrhc Lords flocke, his chicfe treaſure vnder heaucn, 
his firſt borne, yeathe very apple of his eye: and there- 


fore being fo derzreyntothe Lord, they ſhovid bee deare 


vio vs, and wee (hould hauc atcader careof them, and 
| mourne 
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mwourne in-our hearts for any cuill that befalles them: as 
Teremie did,chap. 30.that the Lords flocke ſhould gointo 
capriuity. ; 

Secondly,we ſhould bee thus affeRted in regard of the 

communion that is betweene them and vs: for they are our 
members, yea nearer vntoys then our bodily members : 
and wee ſhould haue greater care of the whole Church, 
then of our ſelues, becauſe it more concernes Gods glory, 
Howbcirt indeed in caring for them, wee care for our (clues 
ro0 : labouring to preuenttheir afflictions, we prevent our 
ownezand weeping for others miferies, weget armour that 
will keepe off miſery from our ſclues, ; 

' And that there is no danger in dealing for the ſeruanrs 
of God,may appeare in Exodus,One would haue thoughr 
there had been fome great euill neare ©Iofes and eLaron, 
when they muſt fetch out of Egypt ſuch apeoplefromſuch 
a King: not only by petition, but by command and threat- 
ning,if he would not yeeld: we would haue imagined that 
Pharaoh, a proud man, would neuer haue indured this at 
their hands; and yer we ſee they were in perill, but of all 0. 
thers molt ſafe. 

\Thirdly,rhe afflition of the Church muſt needs worke 
moſt ypon the hearrs of Cods choſen, becauſe of the inſul- 
cations and triumphs of the wicked againſt them, when 
they cry out, where 35 99 their God? And that was it that 
Moſes did vrge to moue God to ſpare his people, when he 
threatned to deltroy them for their Idolatry, hee entreates 
God torememnber bis great name and to. ſpare them, /e#? 
the Egyptians ſhould ſay that hee had brought them out mali- 
exouſly to ſlzy themin the mountames, and to conſume them 
fromthe earth: or that he was n1t able ro bring them into the 
{find of (anaan. This is it that goes tothe: heart of the 
faithfull, when they heare prophane perſons reuiling the 
Hoſt ofthe _ God, Oh thele are your profeſſors ( fay 
they},theſeme they which runne with their Bibles to ſer- 
mons;thele are they char were wont to bragge that prayer 
would preucot or xcmoue Gods judgements ; dee you - 

| not - 


Exod.3 2.11, . 


T/er. 


Amos 6.6, 


Ifai.22.12, 
13.14. 
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not ſee that they are ſwept away by thepeſtilence as well 
as others? rhat they were pinched with pouertie and neceſ- 


figic as well as others? that theſe and the like deſpitefull 
| and bitter ſpeeches and raunts, doe wound the very hearts 


of ſuch as loue Gods gloric, and defire theproſperity of 


his Saints, and ſo cauſe them much to bewaile the tribula- 


tion of the Church, 
Here are to be reproouedall carelefſe perſons, who,ſo it 


- goe well with themſelues, regard not the Church atall: 


let it ſinke or {wimme;,all is one to them. So they may bee 
free from the contagion, and fit quiet in their houſes, 
whatſoeuer becomes of their neighbours,it skilsnot : 7h 
drinke wine in bowles,and giue themſclues to all exceſſe,bur 
110 man ts ſorri- for the affliction of Joſeph. 

This is a great fault in theſe daies, now many Chrifſti- 


| ansaretaken away,and the (word ofthe Lord is tiretched 


out ſtill, and many are ſmitren downe on euery fide; yer 
there is as much feaſting,and ſportivg, and frequenting of 
Wakes,and that on the Lords Sabbath,as if al things wene 
well with vs. Which argues ſtrange infidelitie, _ is ſuch 
a ſinne as the Lord will purſue even vnto death,if it be not 
reformed : as the Prophet 7/arah threatneth : 1» that d, 

(faith he) did the Lord of hoſtes call unto weeping and mour= 
ning,and ro baldneſſe,and girding with ſackcloth,and behold, 
toy and gladneſſe, ſlaying Oxen,and killing ſheepe,eating fleſh, 


and drinking wine cating and drinking, for to morrow we ſhall 


. die: and it was declared in the cares of the Lord of hoſtes. And 


what followes thereupon ? Szrely this iniquitte ſhall not bee 
prirged from you till ye ase, ſaith the Lord Godof hoſtes. 

Which being ſo, it ſtands Magiſtrates vpon, to viſe their 
authoritiefor the redrefſe of ſuch things, as are ſo dange- 
rous to the whole tate of the land. , 

Burthere is yet another greatcr fault amongſt ys then 
this that hath beennamed. For many doe not only walke 
ſecurely in the affliftion of their brethren, bur defire the 
continuance and increaſe of ir,in hope that they ſhall en- 
large their poſſeſhons, and better their eſtate by mn 

| thereof: 


TN AI 
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thereof: asif fearcitie of people did bring abundance of 
riches, whereas in'truthitis quite contrary. Buthowſoe. 
uer,thoſe that haue but a glimpſe of Chriſtianity in them, 
would rather haue the ſociety of others, then liue alone in 
the middeft of the earth, | 

3 Thereisyet a third and worſer fort then the former, 
which come iuftly vnder this reproofe : Such I meane as 
long for ſtirs and mutinies and inſurre&tions. Poore men 
(fay they)ci gernothing, but ſome few few great ones cary 
away all, andſo they grow to murmuring and repining, 
and GIN of diſcontentment : prieuing and 
lamenting,that at the taking away ofthe former Prince all 

things ſhould be ſo quiet and peaceable,Downe(fay they) 
_ withtheſe Magiſtrats and with theſe Preachers, this tos 
much plenty yeclds vsnothing; and therefore they could 
alſo be glad ofvnſcaſonable weather, thar through ſcarci- 
tieof things there might ariſe ſome tumults, and ſo they 
might get | 007m danny ſuch as fall into their hands. 
Theſe haue bloody hearts. 

Yetothers there are that are worſe then theſe, whe 
doenot onely wiſh'for ſuth troubles of:cheChitrch and 
Common-welth before they rorhe; burteibyce at thein 
when they-ate come: And when others eyes are full of 
teares,their mouthesare full of laughter; as 7e25e char- 


4 
* Lv 


geth the Moabites: Hemagmified b1nyelfe agaihnit the'Lord: ler.q8.26.2y, 


Hoab ſhall wallow in his vorvit anÞBe alſo ſhall bein derifion: 
For Mideleftrhow vor devidls TſPac;urif hee had bois fond «- 
wong theeuer ? For whinthon ſpeakeſt of hins,thou art moned. 
This was their manner of dealing, andthis is the propertie 
 ofall ſuch wicked Moabites: they cannot fpeake of the 
calamities of the faithful, bur they are wonderfully affe- 
Stedwith ioyforhat they cannor fit Ril in their places, th 
are ſo moued with mirth and layghter. Theſe haue cru 
hearts,andfhall be met withall accordingly as Moab was, 
'' But eſpecially are thoſe here to bee condemned thar 
nba ni x thetroubles, but at the ſfinnes of 
thoſe th TIEN : f they Clippe through 


we, 


& ©) 
hn hace <—_— 
” 


- Ki 


Iſay £6:10. 


Doft.3. 


How long hu- 
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infrmity;zud fell into anyſinne: ifrhey-beovergone witis 
worldlineſſe (which is greatly to'betaketiheed of ) if they 
belified vp with pride, and manifeſt, the: ſame by violence 
ofwotds,or aQions,or bee (tained with any the like vices, 
preſently they exclaime againſt them,and takton beyond 
meaſure: Wot you what? (ſay-they) the:great proteſſor 
hath ſpoken or done this or that': and ſo-they: areas glad 
together,as ifthey had go:tena kingdom, and came home 
mriumphe: 7. oo} oy MOINS, gd > 

Herein they ſhewthemſcluesto bee right, Satans,, who 
itakes pleaſure in nothing ſo much as infinne;,' | {1 . 

6 Andyct there is one higher degree of finne, contra- 
nie tothe praQtiſe of theſe holy ones ; which is, when men 
are ſo farre from grieuing thatit goes il with Gods ſex- 
uants, that if they bee: ſomewhat amiſſe, they will make 
them worſe, and helpe forward their miſerie, and-for' that 
end miſinforme and incenſe fuch againſt; them, , as. they 
know will inflit puniſhments vypon Tem, Theſeare inf - 
red by the ſpirit of Satan, as thoſe; who are mentioned in 
thistcxtate infpired-by the ſpiritof God, NHP235Y a. 
' 2  Thigidfghgreattomfort/vitorhein:gb mQurrie 
for the calamities:ofthe-Qbuech, Thivis angroþbleceftimo- 
ny that-they, axe: feeling wewbers, and haue.ip-zhem. the 
life of chriſtianity, when others troubles, arerheirs,ochers 


 ; boſſes theirs,erhersyopxechestheirs,and any diftreſſes2nd 
| Rae hothgre ARIES. " «xy ce Ne je FE 


_. T hexthat Yament for Sion ſoatbe comforted weth Sion God 
hath promiſed them > 5 200% ro ; iris their porti- 
on,and they may:confidently expeCtits- 1H 
Verſ.49.Mine eye droppeth wmithonrfiay.] From which 
words this doQrine may be gathered.;' 111 © oj che 
That wee nwſt neucr ceaſe -opr:bumiliatien,, tl God 
ive conſolation. When the Lord minifireth-vnto vs arca- 


miliation mul f10n of griefe,, wee ſhould. neuer ſyrceaſe,' vntill: he reuive 
be continued. our hearts.We.muſtnot beginin the ſpicit, and endinghe 


fleſh : but hauings. good. entrance, weemuſtgoe.an with 
ur mprke and bring #80 pofectien ond Cd give 168 
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heart to mourne, ſet to it and neuer giue ouer, till hee ſer 
vs free. So they are exhorted in another Chapter of this Lemene.z. 
booke, Ler tearer runne downe like ariner day and night,take Veil 18.19. 
thee no reft, netther let the apple of thine eye ceaſe; ariſe, eree | 
i the might, powre one thine heart like water before the face 
of the Lord, &c.Andiuſt itis,that wee ſhould neuer make 
an end of mourning, till God make an cndof affliting : 
according to their example who are mentioned in Nehe- Nehew.8g, 
miah, that wept at the hearing of the Law,till they were bid ts 
reiojce.It was anotable commendation of that people, that 
thy would not leaue off, till they had warrant to lcaue off. - 
So Moeordecas when Oneene Hefter [ent him garments, to | 
h hins, and would hane had hos ſackcloth to 2 taken from 
hone, hee wonld not receige theys, but humbled himſelfe 1o Heſter 4 5. 
longcill he was aſſured of deliverance. . 
-So:Jeceb-would neuer let goe his hold, bur till wreſtles Geneſ.32. 
with:the Angell, and continues weeping, - and praying, till 
heobtained a bleffing : fo the woman of Canaan ftickes 
cloſc to it,and is importunate with Chriſt for her daugh- 
ter,and would neuer defiſt,nor let her ſuire fall,till ſhee had Matix 5.22.&e, 
prevailed with our Sagiour. 
And thereare reaſons, why we muſt neuer breake off, 
bur ſtill continue our humiliation, and feruencie, till God 
ſhew by good effeR that he hath mercifully reſpeCted vs, 
and our ſupplications. | | 
-.1 Forfirſt, what is the ground of true humiliation? Is it Rea/o7 1. 
not ſincerity ? Now whereſoeuer there is ſincerity, there is 
faith, andfaith will neuer make an end till it conquer, it 
neuer glues the onſer, but it obtaines the viRorie. For it 
hath to deale with God, and hee neuer bids it make am 
end; (vnleſſc it bee by way of triall, as he dealt with 7a- 
cob and with the womanof Canaan) till it haue gotten the 
deſired ſuccefle, HITTER | 
2 Aſccond reaſon may bee, that Gods children have +» 
hope as well as faith;»=ow hope never makes a/bamed:becauſc Rem. 5.5. 
itis neuer diſappointed of the thing hoped for, oe 
3 Thirdly,they haue loue, which makes vp a threefold 
| C2 cord, _ 


Qane.s.6,7. 
he n. 
lube 19.12, 
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corde,query twiſt whereof is ſtronger, then all the cords of 
the world: For /oue is ſtrong 45 death, &c.the coales therof ave 


 fierie coales, and a vehenent fiame. Much water cannot 


guench loue,neither can the floods arowne #t,&c. 

In regard of all theſe it is impoſiible, that thoſe that 
ſoundly begin the worke of humiliation ſhould bee put 
backe, vntill they haue obrainee! their purpoſe. Which 
:nay be further ſcene in the ſpoule, Camvoles 3. who neuer 
giues oucr ſecking, till ſhes had found hins whom her ſoule 
loxed. | | 

3 This therefore is to encourage mento godly con- 

ſtancic, and importunitie, when any diftreſſe liesypon the 
people of God. If they bee earneſt for their deliverance, 
they ſhall not miſle of their marke : but thoſe that ſowe tin 
teares ſhall reape in woy,in the due time of the Lord, 'Whe- 
ther they be ſuters for the Churchor Common-wealth,or 
for themſclues,in regard of croſles on their bodies, angui- 
ſhes in their ſoules,or affliftions in their eſtate, the Lord 
will looke downe from his holy place in heauen ypon 
them,and heare andhelpe them ar length, ifthey perſeuere 
withovur fainting. This is liuely and notably expreſſed vn- 
to vs in the parable of the ynrighteous Iudge, who though 
he feared not God, nor reuerenced man, yetheard the poore 
widow,and inthe end did her right againſt her aduerſarie, 
becauſe of her importunitie. O then what ſhall we thinke 
ef God? will aman, will a wicked man,will amercileſſe 
man be moued by importunitie ; and will not God, will 
not the gracious God, willnot the God thatis full of com. 
paſſion bh moved to auenge his ſcruants, and to miniſter 
wltice-ynto them ? 7zellyou (faich Chriſt) I that am the 
wiſedome of the Father,and know all things,cuen 7re/lyou 
that he will dec it : He will avenge thens,and that quickly... It | 
is as pofhible that God ſhould be without caſe,as that they 
fould be without helpe. - 

2 Secondly,they come juſtly here to be reproued, that 
will ſet ypon Gods ſeruices'only by firs and ſtarts. If they 
hauc nor prefent kelpe from God, they ill ſeeke ak 8 

| yer 


world,and vnto Satan,and to carnall meanes, Ifthey can- 
not mend their eſtate by prayer, they will patch itvp by 
odde ſhifts : if their hearts haue not preſent comfort from 
Gods ſpirit,they will ſeeke comfort fromiefters and leaud 
companions, ; 20 biz 

Commonly ſuch people grow of all othermoft bitter a- 
gainſt choſc holy exerciſes which they haue prophaned,bc 
therefore could haue no benefit by them, Such were they 
of whom theProphet {/aiah ſpeaketh, who are fo impu- 
dent and ſhameleſſe, thatthey dare expoſtulate the matter 
with God himſelfe : Wherefore have we falted ? (lay they) 
wee hane puniſhed our ſelnes, and thou regardeſt tt not. 
See what bragges they make of their ſeruices, they that 
doeleaſt and wprit, commonly brag moſt. But what ſaies 
the Prophet? Behold,tn the day of your faſt, ye willſeeke your 
owne will, and require all your debts. 4. Behold, yee faFbto 
frrife and debate, c.5 Is s ſuch a faſt that Thaxe choſen,that 
& man ſhould afflift hes ſole for a day,and bow downe his head 
hike a bul-ruſh ? &c. Thus wee ſee what reckoning God 
makes of their faſting, what account ſoeuer they therm- 
ſclues make of it : and yet if they faile of their expeQati- 
on, they will quarrell-with the Miniſters of God, with 
the word of God,and with God himſelfe ; becauſe vſing 
ſuch exerciſes carnally , they recciued no benefit by 
them. | beet <0) 

3 This muſt be an infirution ynto vs ; when we are to 
deale with thoſe that are afflicted in their ſoules, that wee 
handle the matter warily and circumſpeRly, when their 
hearts are wrought vpon ; wee ſhould not helpe them roo 
ſoone out ef their forrow, but exhort the to wait for com- 


fort from heauen : for all cannot be preſently well with the 
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ſoulc : and therefore it is good wiledome to aduiſe ſuch 
ſtill ro hold on their courſe. Haue they __ EXamine 
© 


their hearts? let them riffe yet further int 


.Haue they 


p__ | YI PIT" — 
t them get a morethorow detcſtation, ane indiena- -- 
tionagainkt them. "— 


C I | It FE 


ARs 2 27.38. 


Dot. 
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It is not good for-one that takes phyſicke to giue yp the 
potion forthwith,as ſoone as it begins toworke, Peter as n 
wiſe phyſition gaue other counſell to his hearers that*be- 

to be moued by his doftrine. They had been moe- 
| cz" ſcoffers, they had crucified the Lord of life, 'and 
ſo exceedingly endangered their owne ſoules : wherewith 
being charged by Peter, and being pricked and ſtung in 
their hearts and conſcienccs,theyaske the Apoſtles; Mae 


aud brethren,whas ſhall we doe ? Hee doth nor tell them, as . 


ſome. ynskilfull Miniſters would, your caſe is good : bee 
notdiſcomforted; my foule for yours, you ſhall doe wel 
bur hee bids them+amend their lives, repent, and ger 
found and hearty ſorrow for their finnes, that- ſo being 
throughly humbled, they might afterwards be ſoundly 

- Verſ. 51. ine cyt breaketh mine heart.) The meaning of 
which words is, that his heart was maruelloufly moucd: 
with the things. that his / did behold. Whence this 
doctrine offereth it ſclfe for our learning : That good 


mien muſt yſc their eyes to ſirre vp their hearts to pity and+ 


The = muſt compaſſion, that ſo they may beepictced with griefe, and' 


affcQthe 
heart, 


Mark.6.34. 


Pron.13 9, 


ſorrow. This wee haue proued vnto vs inthe example of : 


Chriſt Teſus,the moſt abſolute paterne of all holineſle : For 


itis ſaid of him by the Exangelsit HMarke, That when hee 


lifted up his eyes,and [aw the multitude, which had no faith- 
full Miniſters to inftrut them, his werybowels were moned 


with commiſeration towards them, becauſe they were as ſoreye 


without a ſhepheard. 

In this regard it is that Sa/oex deſctibing a good man, 
cals him « za of a good eye: and faies of fiich an one : Thar 
hee will beftow his bread ypoxnthe poore; hee ſecth the faces of 


| ſomepale, andofothers blacke, by reaſon of long want 
_ and forbearance of foode : Others hee beholdeth naked 


and cold, and expoſed to the jniurie of the aire; and- of all_ 
ſorts of vnſcaſonable weather. Now — e 
hee will not onely take a view of them, but bee inwardly - 


affced with the fight of them, and from a tender and 


— pitiful 


JT 


, pitiful htaceminiſtercelicfe ynto chenono cls we fe Jon; 


£4.38 
. - Hence'was it, thatC9/24/er didnortronreht himfelferroAturt;:; 


know.of the miſeries' of his: poote brefhren; the Iſraclites Exod.z.r 1. 


by neare-ſfay,but he would goc oudto fee their!burrhens, 
and how they: ſpent their paines andtheir ſtretigrh, and af- 
ter all, were recompenſed.withiftripes from their taskema- 
. ets : which did fo worke vpon him, that it made him 
. Airetch forth his hand to auenge ſome of them. So likewile 
in the Goſpell of CIarthew, itisfert downe as the proper- 


tie ofall holy and religious perſons, that they will gor to the Matth, 25.386. 


priſon to /ee,and.to the houſe to11/it che. diftreſied-members 
of Chrift,and takeall occafions,ro bring their owne hearts 
to pitie their poore brethren : and will cuen compelichgr 
inward parts,to beare a burthen with them, thatthey may 
beemorehelpefull.ynto them. + .- 308 3 


- Andifyoudefretobeinſtruted why you ought foto Reaſon. 


. doe,and what arguments ſhould moue you thereunto, let 
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this be one; that as the ſenſes are ſanAihed with tharfaith, +. - 


and thoſe other graces of loue and compaſſion which are 
fict wrought inthe heart :\ſo-the Grad well ſcafo- 
|  nedtherewith, become (feruiceablechelpers to the: heart, 
and take all oppornninies;; by the ſeucralh obieQts preſen- 
26 ted ynto them, eo ſtor E it-with increaſe of all good affeai- 
.ens;And takethis for another, that there: is no godly man 
ſogeare,or infuckrieceſſity but by this meanes hee ſhall 
haiteboth occahon,andabilicicto cxercite mercy (though 
hecannotnuniſter reliefe)intakingotharcrhe calamity of 
his bretheenzwhich biscyes behold; &as2 flow fedling- 
anember.mournivg together with them. Yea, becauſe there 
arc'otheraduerſjties which befalimen, beſide pouerty and 


want ; therefortiit eojorherhri many times;that the 
ruandinighty zecciue, am theivinferiors;>who 


dppechindther griefes; andxterouched with cormmiſera- 


tion for thiews 1. Pnetis 1257 2 
. Which makes greatly fortherr 


cproofe ofeiof choſe: whoſe T/e 1. 
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looke about them, bur they are flirred vp to beaftly and 
2. Anenuious vile lufts. Who haue eyes full ofenuie, that they cannot 
eye, behold their brethren, that are _ vnto them, or go be. 
fore them, or come neere ynto than; bur preſently they 
fret pI and _ —_ istheir woe and mi- 
- ſcry.Others a wickedeye,chat camort looke vpon 
_ - __ their neighbours cattell, hoaks potions, and the le , 
bur forthwith their hearts are poiſoned with a coucrous 
defire of them, and then they cat about how they mighr 
make them theirs; & if they cannot, they eate'vp their harts 
with diſcontentment, as Ahab did. Agrteeable to this, is 
the place of Salomon, where he faith; A max of a wicked eie, 
Prou.2%.22, buſtcth after riches; but hee ſhewes there, that God meets 
| with him: for he ſhall be ſo farre from getting more, that 
' hee ſhall not keepe that which hee hath : but the more 
- hee runnes after riches, the faſter pouertie ſhall purſue 
Another kind of ill cic,is a niggardly cie, ſpoken of by 
Tis the Wiſe man in the Proxerbs; where he giueth this coun- 
rou.23.6 ſell : Eatemotthebreadof himthat bath ancxill ciz,8c. that 
thinks all loſtthat goes from him, and all taken out of his 
Komacke,that gocs into other mens bowels :heewill giue 
men a welcome for faſhion fake, bur all that eare 6f his 
meate,are a vexation vnto him; andtheſe thoughts nunne 
in his head while men fic at bis table: This coſt Imight 
haue ſpared: this would haue ſerued my: family all the 
weceke : Thadrather haue their roome then' their compa. 
nie, that thus trouble and charge me. And ſo his heart is 
eucr full of diſcontentedneſfie : Thus ir is apparant, that 
many have their hearts ſinfully affeted;by meanes 6f their 
eyc; a5 Gods children haue them holily affeQed. - 
. Verl 5 2.incourmir thaſed me ſore. By the fimilitudes 
vicd, it appeares how-fierce tire! were'; and yer all 
was without cauſe,as the text witnefſerh. Indeed,God ſaw 
in them macter thar deferued corretion;and affiiftion;bue 
their aduarſitics had no occafion offered whey they ſhould 


4 Aniggard- 


From 
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From which this doQtine may be collefted; That the DoA.g. 


more harmeleſſe men be, the more they ſhall be moleſted. The innocene 


This weſce.in Daxid: he prayed and faſted, and mourned moleſted. 
for his enemies ; and yet - ſought his woe and ruine, Pſal.35,12, 
Thereforche faith in one Pſalme, che foundations muStbee *3* _ 
aft dewne, and what hath the righteous done : there was Falm.1v,;. 
great preparation,and there muſt be ſore and mortal wars; 
they would {weepe all away, and not leaue a good manin 
theland : but, whar harh the righteous done ? There muſt be 
2 great execution; but where is the conuiCtion? Thar is juſt 
nothing.So they cried againſt Chriſt, Away with kim,away Luk. 23.5. 
with noch him,crucifie hmm, 8c, But what cuill hath 
he done?(faies Pi/are). Oh Pilaremuſt know, that men fo 
juſt as they were, would neuer haue delivered him into his 
hands,except he had been a notorious oftender ; whereas 
indeed, he was a lambe without ſpot,and none iniquitic was 
found with him. Agreeable to this is the ſaying of Dawid; 
the wicked gnaſtcth his teeth againſt the righteous. The more pal. 37,12. 
mnnocent ondiuſt any one is,the more he ſhall be maligned 
and purſued, And this ſtands with reaſon : 

1 Becauſe wicked men haue a quarrell againſt Gods 1+ Reaſon. 
"mage in the innocent, as Satan their captaine hath, and 
therefore will they be bitter againſt them. 

This may be ſcene in Jeremie, hee had done them no Terr 5.10, 
wrong, but brought ynto them the miniſtery of faluation; 
and yet cuery one curſeth him, and cricth our againſt him 
and why?becauſe God at that time ſhewed himſelfe more 
cleerly in Tercmic, then in any other, Thelike violence aa.z, 
they ſhewed againſt Srewenand Parl, caiting dwuft into the AQt.22.22, 
aire ard crying aut vponthem; that one would thinke them 


brutich creatures. And why were they ſo full of rage a- 


gainſt them, bur becauſe they were full of grace, and dealr 
faithfully in the worke that they were ſer about? becauſe 


+. they did helpeto raiſe vp the kingdome of Teſus Chriſt, 


and to race the kinedome of Satan more then orhers ? Bur 
for Iefus Chriſt, who was the ingraucn image of his Father, 
they hada greater quarrell againſt him, then euer they had 

D againſt 


22, 


% 


Ich.15.19. 


<zen,25:22.22, 
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againſt any Tong buls of Baſan, ſuchas were full of might 
and malice : Dogs and Lions, ſuch as werefull of rage and 
furie,did all beſer and compaſſe hizz about; their madneſſe 
was ncuer fo great againſt any as againſt him, becauſe 
none ever was lo good as he. 

2 An other realon may.be,becaufe there is a contrarie- 
ty berwizt the goodand cuill : though they be of the ſame 
countrey,of tne {ame towne,of the fame family, yea of the 
{ameparcnts, yet arethey not of the fanie world. Forſo 
{aich our Sautour Chriſt ro his diſciples ; yee are not of thes 
world, &c. 

E{an and Zacob had the ſame parents,and were both to- 
gethcr in the ſame wombe ; and yet they.contend one 
with another. Rebeca their mother would faine know the 
cauſe of it ; the Lord tels her the cauſe, Two nations are tn 
thy wembe ; and two maner of people ſhall be dinided ont of thy 
bowels: &c. The one the leed of the ſerpent, the other the 
ſced ofthe woman.There is nor ſo great enmity betweene 
aman andan adder, as there is berwcene the rightcous 
and the wicked : and therefore no faulkener 9, 4 
no hawkenor hound are more deſirous and greedy of the 
pray and game,then the outragious enemies of the Church 


are of the deſtruQtion of Gods ſeruants ; becauſe they are. 


poſſeſſed withthe ſpirit of Satan,and violently ouer-caried 
with helliſh fierceneſle. 

\ 3 Thirdly,the cariage of Gods children doth diſgrace 
them,and therefore they maligne them : becaſe they runne 
not to the ſame exceſſe of riot with them, thereſore ſpeake they 
euillof theme. For impious perſons reaſon thus : They go ts 
Gods houle, I goe to the Ale-houſe : They carric — Hog 
{clues ſoberly, T carry my ſelfe intemperarely : they are c- 


Reemed,] am contemned : I know they like not of me,as I. 


doc notof them; and therefore what miſchieſe I can doc- 


them,they ſhall be ſure of it. 

This point miniftreth vnto vs matter of inſtruQtion: that 
whoſoeyer would walke in a godly courſe ſhould looke. 
for troubles, and that ſundry waics : yea and to haue his- 


very 


unrer :., 


_ of Chriſtianity are wanting. 
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very life ſtrucke at by ſuch as are enemies to the Coſpell 
of Chriſt : or if they cannot take away that, let him be ſure 
his name ſhall pay for it, and be injuriouſly and ſhamefully 
traduced. Whoſocuer reſolues 70 /ize godly in Chriſt Teſus, 
wn? looke for perſecution. Ttis impoſſible that there ſhould 
be ſo many fowlers and hunters, and not labour to catch 
ſomewhar. 

Indeed they will be fauourable enough to groffe adul- 
terers, theeues,and other malefactors : andif any be more 
forward to puniſh and redreſſe ſuch ; Oh it is great cruelty, 
they deale hardly and ſeuerely : they would be very loath 
that bread ſhould be taken away. | | 

Bur if they be religious perſons that are to be puniſhed, 
no torture is too great, no death too gricuous for them; 
therefore ler thoſe that are Chriſtians looke to it: they 
ſhall haue greatmen againft them, 25 Dazid had princes : Plal,69.12. 
They ſhall haue meane men againſt them, as hee had drun- 
kards on the ale-houſe bench to make ſongs of him:There 
they will vtter their merchandiſe : falſe tales, and vile re- 

orts. 

Thoſe that are further off will bee againſt them, thoſe 
that are neigt:bours, nay {ome that are of their owne fa- 
mily will be againſt them : no bands of ciuility, no bands 
of kindnes,no bandsofnature wiil bold, where the bands 

Bur if the caſe be ſo(will ſome ſoy) were it not better to Obiefion, 
letreligion alone,that one may Eerpe iimfelte quiet with- 
out {uch diſturbance ? 

Nay,that will not-be a ſufficient reaſon, nor a watran- Anſwere, 
table excuſe : neither need any beefo farre diſcouraged : 

For as Chriſt faith ; #2 cheworld ye ſhall haze trouble : So he Toha6. 33. 
promiſeth, that in him we ſhall haue peace and contfort : 

if there were a thouſand worlds, and all againſt one of vs, 

yerone comfort of Chrift is able to counteruaile all their 
oppoſitions. | 

If God giue vs aſſurance. of a better life, what great 
matter 1s it if they depriuc vs of this life? If wee ſee the 
D 2 Angels 


PJe 2. 
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Angels and Saints,and Chriſt Teſus,and the whole: Trinity 


to be with vs; what perill is it, if all leaud baſe Gofullmen 
be againſt vs ? If God promiſe to make our names and per- 
ſons glorious, what, necd wee feare though they ſeeke to 
make vs ignominious ? Not one haire of our head can fat 
wither:t Gods proxidexce:We axenot intheir power,though 
we be in their hands, | | | 

They may proceed fo farre as to arraigne ys, conuiCt ys, 
and condemne vs; and yet ( except God will ) they ſhall 
not execute vs: though our naturall brethren and ſifters 
and friends forſake vs,God will giue vs new brethren and 
filters and friends,that ſhall be mere kind and faithtull yn- 
to vs,then cuer they were. 

Bar ikmen for feare of difficulties anddangers, will nor 
2d:tenture vpon religion, are they ſure to keepe themſelues 
from troubles by that meanes? Nay,if aman will nor ſuffer 
for a good cauſe; God can and will make him ſuffer for an 
ill cauſe. <Achztophel would leaue Daxid, and take the 
ſtronger fide,though the worfer ſide : but was not that to 
his deſtruction ? So [«das, he would turne from Chrift to 


the Phariſies: but did that bring him any peace? No,it ten- 


dedrto his vtter confuſion. 

This teacheth vs another leſſon: that when we ſee men 
ſo hunted and purſued, wee doe not condemnethem pre- 
ſerrly and ſay,Surely theſc are bad fellowes : for otherwiſe 
they would neucr bee ſo much manligned nor molefted, 
But what ſhall we thinke of Gods people heere that were 
hunted avd chaſed, and that for theirliues? ſhall wee ſay 
that theſe were the worſt in the world ? Nay rather, if wee 
would conclude any thing, let it be this:Theſe men are en- 
uied and wronged, and. wee ſee no cuident cauſe why it 


| ſhouldbeſo; therefore it is likely they are good men, and 


Def.6. 


geale faithfully. | | 
Verſ.5 4: Then thought 1, I am deſtroyed.) This was the 
cauſe not onely of [eremzz?, bur of the reſt of Gods ſeruants 
in coptuy they werecuen paſt hope for any recouery. 
e doctrine that hexe may be gathered, is ; That _ 
troubles 
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to breed troubles in our ſoules : when there are fightings 
withour, vſually there are terrors within. This is manifeſt 


_— 
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troubles ariſe againſt our bodies and ſtates, Satan labours Ontward af. 


fligtions vſu- 
ally accompa- 
: nied with in- 
in the Chapter that wee haue now in hand, verſ. 17. 18. ward tentati- 


When they were farre from peace and proſperity, then they ons. 


conclude ; their ſtr:ngth aud hope 6s periſb:d from the Lord. 
He had made them many gracious promiſes ( they could 
not denic ) but now they neuer expected the performance 
of them : all their hope was gone. 

And thus we ſee that Gods children have till been ex- 
erciſed with great terrours and feares within, when the 
hauc been ſer vpon by grieuous trials without : thetrut 


whereof we ſcein /ob andin /eremie,the violence of whoſe ob 3.3. &c. 
inward conflidts, made them to breake forth into' maruel- ler.1 5.10. 


lous great diſtempers. 


And this proceedeth from his malice, and mortall ha- t. Reaſon. 


tred wherewith be doth maligne vs : for heneuer thinketh 
that our load is heauic enough vpon vs, how many afflicti- 
ons ſocuer doepreſſe vs. No pouerty, no paine, no con« 
tempt, no moleſtations, ns croſles, or troubles, ypors owe 
ſelues, or our friends cant ſatisfie bin, buc hee would if it 
were in his hand, adde an hundreth fold more to the moſt 
and greateſt ; which becauſe he cannor doe, he difquiereth 
the mind as much as his power ſerueth, © Eiſcourage the 
keart,that it may be the more feeble and weaketo ſuſtaine 
the burthen of afflitions. 

And this his cruelty is alſo mingled with craft and fub- 
tilty : for now an aduantage ſeemeth to bee offered vnts 
him, which he will by no meanes negle&, the more eafily 
to-perſwace men that God is become the'r enemy, or hath 
no care of the, fnhence he purſueth them with fuchcalami- 
ties,or makerh not ſpeed to deliver the,as though his loue 
could not poſſibly bee, where there is any aduerfitic. . So 


he dealt with our Sauiour; f chox bee rhe Sonne' of God, Mat.g.z. 


conmemand that theſe tones be made bread. As if hee ſhould 


 hauefaid:Isthisrhe God you haue ſerued all this while? 
Sec how.hedeales with you now: Youare _— for= ' 
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faken : if you will eate ſtones you may : other prouifion he 
makes none for you; and is it likely then that you arethe 
ſonne of God? if you thinke you 2te ſo ill, truſt nomore 
in him, but provide for your {elfe, and command that theſe 
ſtones be made bread, that ſo you may haue reliefe that 
WAY. Ee 

And fo he dealt with 7b, in hope of ſucceſſe accordin 
to his deſire : that if God would but lay his hand on ths 
eſtate,and torment him in his body, hee doubted not bur 
to handle the matter ſo with tentationin his hearr, that hee 
ſhould curſe God to his face. 

Sincethe caſe ſtands thus, let vs in time of proſperitie, 
arme our {clues with firong reaſons, whereby wee may aſ- 
ſure our hearts that the Lordis our God : and this will ap- 
peareto bee no morethen needfull, if-wee confider how 
Gods &carelt ſeruants haue beene, and are pur to it : and 
though rhey hane had a good meaſure of confidence, yer 
their grounds haue beene ſhaken, and they themſclues 
much perplexed : God hath rr:rn-d away his face from thens, 
and they hane been troubled. Since (1 lay) the caſe ſtands 
thus, let. vs: get good cuidence for our happie eſtate in 
Chriſt,and for our intereſt vnto cternall life. Ler vs have 
our hearts ſeaſoned wich true piety; with the loue of Gods 
word ; with the feare of his name ; with zeale for his glo- 
ry,aud the like vertues and graces of Gods holy ſpirit: and 
that before diſtreſſes come, that ſo in theeuill day we may 
haue good aflurance,of God vnualuable and vnchangea- 
able fauourin his Sonne. | 

For if wee bee ſlacke and negligent herein, and onely 
hope well, and truſt rhat God will bee mercifull vnto vs, 
and accept of ys for his children, then'when Satan, and af- 
fliction,andour fleſh ioyne together, and make an aſſault 
againſt vs, our hope willprooue bur a broken reede : wee 
ſhal be toſſed with euery waue : yea ſore perplexed and vt- 
terly ouerwhelmedin the gulfe of diſtreſſe, if nor of deſ- 
paire itlelte. 

hereforelet men make ſure worke before hand eſpe- 
| ; cially 
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Gjally before death approch. For otherwiſe the diuell will 
tell chem, that then it 1s too late to ſet ypon matters of god- 
lineſſe, as hee euer perſwaded them before that it was 
too ſoone : then will he bring before them all former rec- 
konings, and charge vpon them the iniquities of their 
youth and if their grounds be not very good, their hearts 
will vtterly faile them, and then they are vndone for e- 
uer. ; 

For if the Churc!; of God make this wofull complaint, 
that their hope and ſ'rc:gth were periſhed from the Lo?d:how 
ſhall wicked varcgener2te perſons be able to ſtand, when 
God ſhall comeagainit chem ? 

Not with matcers of tentation ( as hee doth againſt his 
children ) but with matters of truch ; not of mercy, butin 
iudgement ; notthet the Givell makes them beleeue ſo, bur 
thatindeedit is fo, When God ſhall once begin to draw 
out his {word againſt them, where will they bee then? If 
Gods children doe feele ſuch a heauie burthen of ir, doe 
not.you thinke it will preſſe them downe to the gates of 


hell? Whenno friend ſhall and by them, no ſhifts andin- | 


uentions of wit ſhall bee auaileable for them : when all 
mirth will be yncomfortable, and cuery thing frowne and 
looke heauily vpon them : God,and Satan, and ſfinne, and 
their owne conſcicnces, being all vp in armes againſt 
them, When this (TI ſay ) comes vpon them, (as comet 
will ſooner or later )) which way canthey turnethem? and 

bow can they ſhift off that heauie loade of Gods wrath 

and indignation,which will lie as a mountaine vpontheir- 
guilty ſoules? though they hane been full of boaſting in» 
the dayes of their iollity,and haue vaunted what a notable. 
faith they. haue, yet ( as Zepraxie ſaith) in that day the 


firong man all cry birrerly. __ Tephs, 14 


Howlocuer they imagine to pur off theſe things, - 
et let them know thar their ſirength will bee found. 
too weake,and their skill-too ſmall, ro ward off the Lords 
blowes. | 


The thecte that hath courage enough to rob and ſteale 


vpon . 
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3,Cor.q.11, 


Zl T be firſt Sermon, 


on the high-wayes fide;yet hath he litdde enough when 
hs poore tr is Neale with him: _ ſhall 
it be with all wicked and proud men, when the time of 
their execution doth approch : their hearts ſhall faile them 
for the things that ſhall come ypon them,and continue yp= 
on them for euermore, 

2 Secondly,this doQrine offereth vnto the godly mat- 
ter of great conſolation : albeit their caſe many times 
{eeme yncomfortable, yet they muſt not ___ accordin 
to that which they ſee : for God many times laies ſuch 
fliftions vpon them, that their caſe is thought both by 
themſclues and others to be deſperate and vnrecouerable, 
andyetindeed it is happy and bleſſed. As it fared with 


| Paul, who had rhe ſentence of death paſt vpon him, and 


died daily almoſt ; ſo that when he went out in the mox- 
ning,he was in danger to be flaine ere hee returned home 
apaine: and yet God did vphold him, and made him here- 
bymore confidently and comfortably to reft and relic yp- 
on him. 


2.King.4.7,Ac. So the good Prophets wife thought all helpe was gone: 


Ia 8.10, 


Obie. 


Anſw. 


er husband was gone, her goods gone, her labour gone, 
her children like to be gone,and fhe bad no meanes in the 
world to relicue her ſelfe; yet euen then when ſhee was al- 
moſt paſt hope, God prouided a competent eſtare for her. 
So Hez:kiah concludes that he was gone, hee ſhould neuer 
goetothe Temple any more ; neuer ſee man more among 
theinhabitants of the world : his webbe was cut off, &c. 
with many ſpeeches to this effeR: and yer wee reade how 
God reſtored him againe, and prolonged his life for many 

res. | 
o” ay then that-one haue great diſcomforts in his ſoule; 
great breaches in his eſtate ; grieuous and dangerous fick- 
nefle vpon his body, &c. yet here is his comfort, thatGad 
that raiſed vp others,can and will in due time raiſe vp him, 
Oh but my faith failerhme,and'is it not faid, according: 
to your faith it ſpall be unte you? 
True,tf you hauc no faith; you can looke for no —_ 
| wr 
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but if you haue any faith at all, it ſhall be with you accor- 

ding So ; but how farre beyond it, God tels you 
not, for he doth for ys many times aboxe that, that wee cay 
aske or thinke, 

But you imagine you haue no more faith,then you haue 
feeling, whereas itis farre otherwiſe : there may bee much 
faith,and little feeling: faich may be ſtrong,and yet firong- 
ly aſſaulted : comfort may be departed, and yer nor vtterly 
loſt : we may feare wee are cut off, and yetnor periſh: for ' 
Gods ftrengrh and perfetion, is ſeene in our weakeneſſe 
and imperfetion : though wee cannot beleeue, yet Godis 
Riltfairhfull : though children will not credit their parents, 
yet they will relicue their neceſfities,and ſo will God ours; 
albeit through weaknefle of faith we cannot fo fully ap- 

prehend and applie his promiſes to our ſclues: He ſees 

it is not malitiouſneſle nor groſle infidelitie in 
vs; and therefore he will pitie vs, and 
beare with vs, rather then in ſe- 
ueritie proceede a= 
gainſt ys. 


FINIS. 


Trrz SECOND SERMON. 


Eamentations,chap.3.verſ.55.&c. 


55 T called vpon thy name, O Lord, out of the low 
dangeon. 
56 Thou haſt heard my voice : flop not thine eare 
from my ſight and from my crie. | 
57 Thou dreweſt neere in the day that I called vpn 
thee : thow ſaidſt, Feare not. | 
58 0 Lord, thin haſt maintained the canſe of my 
ſenle, aud haſt redeemed my life. 
59 0 Lord,thou haſt ſeene my wrong : indge thou my 
eanſe. 
- T hou haff ſcene all their vengeance, and all their 
denices againſt me. 
61 Thou haſt heard their reproch, O Lord, and alt 
their imaginations againſt me. 


JO heard in the words immediatly go- 
ing before,the woful diftreſſe that the 
of God were driuen vnto: 


» » 
+> » & % A. 
» - 
_ 
\ + 
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O—— 


Eb Now herche ſhewes what remedy 
they vſed i they caſt their burden vpon the Lord, and ho- 
ped for ſuccour at his hands ; and the reaſons rhat moue 
them ſo to doe,are ſer downe inthe rext to be two. _ 
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The firſt is taken from their preſent behaujour towards 
God; which was,that they prayed and ſighed,and cried,verl, 
55-56. And that they might bee ſo much the more regar- 
ded,they declare that. ir was not without cauſe, that they 
were ſo earneſt with God:for they called vpon hins ont of the 
low dungeon: verl.g5.that is,out of great and grienous af 
flition.And yet further wi{chiefe was intended,and their 
aduerſaries did ſpeake and plor all crueltie againſt them, 
verſ.60, Thox haſt ſeene all their vengeance,and all their de- 
wices againſt me : 61.thou haſt heard their reproch,&c. And 
that this might appearenot to bee a falſe imagination and 
conceit of their owne, hee ſaith ; Lord thou haFt ſeene my 
wrong, &c.Thou haſt ſeene all their rage,5 9.60. They are all 
euident and apparant before thee, how cloſely and couert= 


. ly ſocuer matters be carried.inreſpe of men. 


2 The ſecond reaſon is drawne from Gods former 


| om and gratious dealing towards them, He had 
 heardthem and drawne neere unto them : he had conſidered 


of them and of their cauſe: and they knew hee was till as 
geod as he was wont to be,and they yſed as good meanes 


as they were wont to, doe; and therefore they. conclude, 


that hethat drew neere vnto them heretofore, would now 
doe the like againe; verſ.57.58. Theſe conſiderations doe 
reuiue their ſpirits, and raiſe their hearts euen out of the 
pit of deſperation. And thus much for the meaning and 
order of < 

and inſtructions as are thercin contained. for .our lear- 
ning, 

Verſ 4 5. called ypon thy name.]This is the ſpeech of the 
whole Church, who by caſon that they are members, of 
one body, and:temples of one {pirit, are broughr in{pea- 
king throughout this whole booke, as if they were but 
one perſon.By [/ow dungeon] is meant deſperate euils: they 
were aS it WC tvp'in —_— where they had no 


The divifien 
andmeaning 
ofthe words. 


e words. Now let vs harken ynto ſuch dottrines - 


hope of eſcaping : yet out of the depth.of miſerie-and/an- 
guiſh and hoxror, they called apicks Lord, Whencena- 
turally ariſeth this doQtine, A Wo {IV 2 4 2&V8 {1 090 


E 2 Thar 


» 


DofF.1. 
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Thar there is no diſtreſſe, no breaking and cruſhing, 


The faithfull wharſocuer, that ſhall hinder Gods people from praying 
can neuer be ynto him. It may for a —_ and a fit, cauſe them to bee 


driuen from 


Praycres 


PCal. 33.6. 


_ Ifai.38.1,21, 
2\King.20.1. 


at aſtand, and bring them even to their wits end, as it did 
theſe here; burtthey will recouer themſelues, and ger heart 
againe: and though in their diſtempers they ſay God hath 
forſaken them ( which is a wofull thing) yet they recall 
their words againe, and at length berake themſelues to ng 
right meancs of recouerie; which is, to make their griete$ 


knowne vnto God,who is able to ſave and readie to ſut- - 


cour thoſe that ſeeke ynto him. This may bee euidentlie 
ſeene in Plal.88.ver{.6. where the man of God bemoneth 
his caſe,ſaying : Thox haſt laid mein the loweſt pit .im darke- 
neſſe,and m the deepe. Thine indignation lieth vpon mee, and 
thou haſt vexed me with all thy waxes. 

From which words, together with the reſt in that Pſalm, 
we may gather,that he was in wonderfull ſore perplexitic. 
Now in this extremitie what doth hee? © Lord God of my 
ſaluariog (ſaith he) 1 crie day and might before thee; as if hee 
{ſhould haue aid : Though thou haſt caſt off mee, yer] call 


vpon thee : and though thy hand lie heauie ypon mee, yet - 


Ipray ſtill. So Hezeksah was ſmirren (as it ſeemes) with 
the plague, and that vnto death : and was in fiich extre- 
mitie,That he chattered like a crane or a ſwallow ; and mogr- 
ed lthe a doue : and concluded, that hee ſhould goe to the 
gates of the graue, and be depriued of the reſidue of his yeares. 
His caſein appearance was deſperate, ſo that it was as hard 
to recouer him, as to make the Sunne in the firmament to 
goc backward : yet hee ſet vpon the matter by prayer,and 
obtained his defire; inſomuch that fifteene yeares were 
addedto his daies, ſo that no man in the world had euer 
ſuch alcaſc of his life as hee had. So Jonah when hee fled 
from the preſence of the Lord,and —_— caſt into 
the Sea and ſwallowed vp of the WhalWbeing in a low 
dungeon, where hee had neither funne-light nor candle- 
light: yerhee dothnotthinke his .caſe remedilefle, (as in- 
deed it was not) bus hee cried in his affution'onto ang pe 
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 andhe heard him: Ont of the bellie of hell 4id he crie,aud God lonah 2.1.1. 


heard his voice : and then as finne and paſſion had broughe 
him into danger, ſo repentance and prayer did helpe him 
out of it. 

Yea the Lord Ieſus Chriſt, when the burthen of our ſins 
and of his fathers wrath for the ſame was ſo grieuous, that 
it made his ſoule heauic vnto the death, and preſſed blood 
out of his eines : yet the more horror he was in, the more x.uk.z2 48.44. 
ferucntly he prayed vnto his father, Heb,s. 

And the reaſon why Chriſtians cannot by any diſtreſſe 
be driuen from prayer,is : 

x Becauſe he that is once Gods child,is euerſo:ande- Rexſour. 
uery childe of God, hath the ſpirir of prayer, which will al- | 
waies tir vs vp, #0 make requeſts with ſighes and grones that Rom. 8.26. 
cannet be expreſſed. 

It thoſe that caſt Gods ſeruants in priſon, could withall 
pull Gods ſpirit out of their hearts, then they had done 
ſomewhat to the purpoſe : but they may as well plucke the 
ſunne out of the firmament, as the holy Ghoſt out of their 
ſoules. And therefore they can neuer bring them ſo low, 
but they can caſt their eyes vp towards heauen, and make 
their complaint vnto their God. And if hee be with them 
in priſon as he was with Jo/eph, their reſtraint ſhall be farre 
more pleaſant then their aduerſaries liberty: and they ſhall 
bee able with Paxland S:/as to ſing Plalmes at midnight Aas 16,35. 
through ioy and gladneſle, 

2 Secondly, Gods children haue faith in their hearts, 
and the nature of faith is to beare downe all lets before it, 
and to breake thorow all manner of hindrances. There- 
fore Gods ſeruants hold vp their heads, becauſe their faith 
ouerconses the world: And therfore wicked hypocrites faint, Iohn 5.4 
becauſe the world ouercomes them... When Gods child 
goes vnto the dungeon, faith goes with him; and then 
hee will neuer giue ouer praying, but bee more feruent in 
Praying. | -/ 

And this is certain, thar the greater our diſtreſles be, the 
lefle comfort worldly helpes will afford ys : but the greater 

E 3 Extremities 


an wy__ 


a 


AQs 36.25, 
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extremities wee bee in, the more comfort will fpirituall 
helpes miniſter vnto vs. When weare helpleſſe and hope- 


lefle,then faith workes wonders, and neuer ſhewes faorth 
it ſelfe {o mightily and powerfully, as when it workes a- 
lone, Beaurie, and wealth, and ſfirength, and other out- 
ward things of the-fame kinde, when miſeries lie heauie 
ypon vs, and wee beginto caſt an eye to them, expeCtin 
ſome reliefe and comfort from them ; will deale with vs, 
as the high Prieſts did with [zdas : When all went well 
with him, they made ſhew of fauour and friendſhip ro- 
wards him : but when in the horrour and anguiſh of his 
foule he makes his moane vnto them, crying out that hee 
had ſinned, # betraying innocent biood ; they Ann him away 
with an vncomfortable anſwere : What is that tows ? (lay 
they). Such cold comfort ſhall we recciue from any ecarth- 
ly ſupports and props whereon wereſt and ſtay our hearts: 
when we haue moſt ncede of them, they will ſtand vs leaſt 
in ſtead. So that wee may truly {ay of them, as Job did of 
his friends : 2ziſerable comforters are ye all. But as forthoſe 
that live by faith in Chriſt Teſus, they are vnderlaid with 
better props then the world can afford:for when they haue 
none orher to deliuer them, they can deliver themſelues by 
prayer,and by calling vpon Gods name out of the lowett 
dungeon... | 

Firſt, this-may ſerue to.ſhew vs the difference betwixt 
the wicked and the godly, in times of outward or inward 
affliction, when they drinke both of tize ſame cup, and are 
plungedin the ſame miſeries. Caſta wicked man into a 
dungeon andlay him full low, where he can meet with no 
worldly helpe, what courſe will hee then take? You ſhall 
feethar either they will blaſpheme God, and gnaw their 
tongues for ſorrow, as they that are ſpoken of, Reuel.16, 
Or elſe they. will grow deſperate, | make away them- 
ſelues, as. ndas and Achrtophel and other monſters haue 
done.But let a godly man belaid faſt in the ſame dungeon, 
hewill be full of ioy, when the: other is full of deſperate 
griefe,and fing Pſalms & poure forth many holy proce 
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| ſtead of the others imprecations, and blaſphemous ſpee- 


thatyouare no hypocrite, then though no body come vn- 


beſt,and ; an happie iſſue, either by lite or death, ynto 
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ches. Peter and Iudas had both dealt ynflithfully (though 
in a farre different degree & manner) with their Lord and 
maſter : and were both inthe dungeon, euen in great per= 

exitie; but Peter goes out, confeſſeth- his fault, weepes 

itterly,and gaines exccedingly by it. /:das on the other 
fide ſorroweth deſperately, and ſpeedily diſpatcheth him- 
ſelfe. Whereby doth manifeſtly appeare the different carri- 
age of the faithfull and of infidels, when they are both o- 
uerburthened with ſorrowes and miſeries. 

This is for ſingular comfort vnto Gods people, in that 77e ,, 
no croſſe can befall them, to hinder their prayers ; bur all 
ſhall quicken and inflame the ſpirit of prayer in them. The 
iffue of their trouble, muſt needes be good, when they are 
watered with many holie teares, and ſanQiified by many 
holy requeſts. If they cap waite till their harueſt come; 
ſuch a ſeede time muſt needes bring them a plentifull and 
blefſed crop of comforr. 
Oh, but what if the peſtilence ſhould enter into the fa- g;-f;av. 

milie,and the houſe ſhou!d be ſhut vp, that no body could 
come to mee? What of that? The queſtion now will bee , 2 5,0., 
whether you be a hypocrite or a Chriſtian, If you be ſure 


to you, yet God will come ynto you : and though you can- 
not goe to your friends, yet you may goe to God, and that 
will ſcrue the turne well enough; the Girir of prayer will 
never faile you : and if you can make your requeſts known 
ynto the Lord, hee will cauſe all ro worke togerher for the Rom.$, 


all your diſtra&tions,doubrs and feares. 

Verſ. 55. Tcalled ypon thy name.]This was it that ſtirred 
them yp to prayer, euen the knowledge of Gods name; 
his maieſtic is ſo glorious, that ir would make them flee 
fromhim: and his eſſence is ſo incomprehenſible, that it is 
alight that none can haue acceſſe vnto, and a huge ſea that - 
will drowne ſuch as will aduentureto wade into it; but the - 
knowledge of Gods ſufficiencie to helpe, and of his mer- 
cK 
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cic and free favour, whereby he is readie to helpe, is it thar 

incourageth them to come before the Lord. Which af- 

forderh this doctrine : : 
Dots. That the name of God is the onely cauſe that brings 
Therzgheyn Chriſtians into Gods prelence,and makes them to call vp- 
dertanding of gn, him with ſtrong cryes,and feruent requeſts. This is 
OT IGG, cuident, Pſalme 9..10. where the Prophet ſhewerh, how 
ve1y h-jptull 
in proyer, they come to ſecke vnto God : They that know thy name 
will truſt in thee, for thou neuer fail:ft them that ſeeke thee. 
How come they to {eeke God? They firſt truſt in God. 
And how come.they to truſt in God ? By the knowledge 
of Gods name : which till men doe know, they can neuer 
truſt in God, nor ſeeke to God. Therefore it is ſaid in the 
ſongs of Salomon : Thy name ts an oyutment poured foorth : 
like vnto that oyntment mentioned in the Goſpell, which 
filled all the houſe with the odour of it. No oyntment can 
ſo delight the naturall ſenſe, as the name of God doth 
thehearts of the faithſull; in which regard it is added in 
that place, Therefore the virgins lone thee : That is, ſuch as 
doe not goea whoring after fleſhly luſts,and after the va- 
nities of the world. They muſt needesloue Chriſt, becauſe 


Cant.1,2, 


they know that there is no cuill that can befall chem, bur - 
in his name they ſhall haue a medicine againſt it. And no- | 


thing that is good for them, but there they may ger a cer= 
tainetice of obtaining it. This name of God is notablie and 
comfortably ſet downe, Exod. 34.6.and Iai.g.6. 
Thename of Tn Exodus thus: The Lord,the Lord,ftrong,mercifull,and 
God, grations,@c. 


The firſt thing that wee mayfor our comfort here con- : 
' 2,lchouah, fider of, is the word Jehoxah : fignifying the eſſence of * 


God, and his abſolute perfe&ion in all his attributes, and 
his conſtancigin all his properties that follow, as having 


his being inand of himſelfe; ſo that this preuents an ob- : 


Ez 
[4 


JeCtion, concerning all that which followes. For one 


might ſay,God indeed hath ſhewed himſelfe ; frog, mer- 
cifull and pratiens,&c. But what is that to vs now ? Why 


he is Jchoxah,the ſamefor ener: and therfore looke wharthe x 


hath 
% 
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hath beenein the daies of old, = may be afſured hee will 

be the ſame till. But becauſe this part of Gods name is See Mr. 
handled elſewhere; it ſhall be needlefſe at large to intreat Dods expoli- 
of it inthis place, | | _ 7 

2 Theſecond thing to be conſidered is, the ſtrength of ,j.. es 

God;the Lord,the Lord, ſtrong, &c.Whence we are to lan thereof. 
that all power is in him, and fromhim, and for him. And 1am Ie- 
in like manner, is Chriſt called the mighty God : Thereby hoxah. 
implying not onely that he is mighty inhis owne nature, 2 Strong. 
but that he hath his might to vſe for our ſaluation, and our If.g.6. 
enemies deſtruion ; and that hee doth and will yſe it to 
thatpurpoſe. 

In which regard it is ſaid in thatplace ; that he 3s ginento | 
vs. And in thefirſt of the Rewelation, hee is ſaid to walke in Revelt-13.15. 
the middeſt of the ſenen golden Candleſticks : that is, in the ; 
midft of his Church, and ro haze feet of burning braſſe : Not 
onely to tread downe all inward and outward enemies, 
but to conſume them when they are downe: for in that 
reſpe& are his feet ſaid not onely to be of brafle, but of 
burning braſle. 

Ill weeds when they are cut yp, if theroots bee left be- 
hinde; will quickely ſpring vp againe : therfore will Chriſt 
burne vp reot and branch, that there may bee no feare nor 
danger of their ſecond ___ | 

So that if we knew this part of Gods name,to wit,his al- 

g"—_ power, what affliction or triall ſhould make vs 
aint ? : 

The leaft rentation or 2fiiftion, if God ſupport vs not Rom-4-19- 
init, will be too ftrong for vs: the greateſt, yea all —— A 
at once ypon vs, if this mighty God be on our ſide, ſhall 
not be able to hurt or daunt vs. , | 

This was it that confirmed Abrahams faith; as the A- 

oftle Pas! witneſſeth. Though Saebrwombe were dead, 

knew God wasnot dead, bur that hee was able to giue 
him aſonne ofher : Andthat that God who ſhall atlength 
raiſe ys out ofthe graue, could and would raiſe him vp 2 
ſonne out ofher-dead wombe. Oo | 
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2;Chror is 


Obiefts. 
eLuſwer. 


3: Mercifull. 
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And ſo ©Ioſes, when he had fix hundred thouſand and 
ypward, to prouide for in the wilderneſſe, where hee had 
neither bread nor drinke for them; yet he truſted and reli- 
ed on God, who could bring water out of the flint, as well 
as out of the riuer : and bread out of the cloudes, as well as: 
out of the barne. Canaan hee knew could not maintaine 
them, without Gods bleſſing, and with it, the barren wil- 
derneſle could. wm. 

So Jonathanwhen he went againſt many thouſand Phi- 
Liſtims, knew Gods name to be| IMightie : ]For hee ftood 
reſolued of this ; that God could deliver with few, as well as- 
with many. And yet A(a went further : for when hee had 
a very huge armie comming againſt him, and no equall 
forces in any proportion to withſtand them, hee notwith=- 
ftanding comes confidently to God for helpe, aſſuring 
himſelfe,hat God conld [awe and delinuer with noxe,as well as 
with na 


Ws. 
And "4 may it as truly bee ſaid, that God can helpe by. 


few friends as well as by many: yea, without all friends - 


and meanes, as well as if wee had all that the world could 
affoord vs. 

Oh but my miſerie is deſperate! _ 

Neuer fay ſo: What if you be in the low dungeon? Was 
not /ozahſo? And yet hee prayed and was helped : there- 
fore neuer be diſmaied : Your troubles are great, but your 
Godis greater and mightier to helpe you out of them, then 
they are to hold you faſt ill, The Lord made the heauens. 
i carth,by kis word, and drowned the whole world 
in his diſpleaſure; This mightie Lord, Ifay, rides vpon the 
heauens (as it is Deur. 3 3.) full of maieſtie, and full of abi- 
litie to deliuer you; and to ſet you free from the ſtrongeſt. - 
bonds of affliction... © | | 

3.:Thethird thing in Gods name' is; that he is m2ercifall. 
Which word Gonifceth ; that God hath ſuch bowels of 
compaſſion towards his ſeruants,as a mother hath towards ' 
the-child of her wombe, There neede not many exhortati-. 
ons, much lefſe an eloquent, oration to a mother,to _ 

Led cx 


but to a drop, in compariſon of that ſea of mercie that is in 
our mercifull God, | 


And this propertie is well ioyned with the former : for a Obieox. 


poore afflicted ſoulc hearing of Gods power might ſay : I 
| wn God is powerfull, but what is that tome? perchance 
he may vſe his power to my ouerthrow, 


Nay (faies hee) Oadis as mercitull as hee is powerfull, ,4,5,.,. 


why then ſhould any bee diſcouraged by miſerie; fith that 
4s the very obieCt of mercie? Whence it is that this argu- 


ment is often vſed inthe Scripture : Lord helpe me, for Iam Pal 6.2.3. 
Pſal.86.1.2, 


ſore troubled : Lord ſane me, for Tam poore and needie. 
And this mercie of God we may more cleerely ſee in the 
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her vp to ſuccour, and relieue her childe,when it ſtands in 
neede of her helpe: and yet putall the kindnefle of all the 


men and women in the world together, and it will come 


Father of the prodigall ſon, who percciuing his loſt childe Luk.15. 


comming towards him, he runnes towards his ſonne, and 
fals on his-necke and kiſſeth him, giuing him all kind en- 
' tertainement that _ bee : his very miſerie was a ſuffi- 

cient motiue to worke ypon his fathers heart : neither 
doth hee at all ypbraid him with his former leaud behaui- 
our. Now if an carthly-father can be,and ought to 'bee 
thus mercifull, how much more will our heauenly father, 
eſpecially ſince that he loueth vs better then any earthly 
father can loue his children?and ſhewes forth his loue ypon 


euery occaſion,as the Prophet Heſeah teſtifieth, ſaying ; Iu Hoſ14.4, 


thee the fatherleſſe findeth mercie. 
Obiefion, Oh but I am worthie of no mercie. 


Anſwere, Whart- of that ? Gods name is alſo Grations | 4 Grations. - 


That is, louing and ſhewing mercie without any merit : 
he will not tarrie till wee deſerve it, but will freely ſhew 
foorth his goodneſſe towards vs,though there be no deſert 
on our part...Doe not wee giue foode and raiment to little 
. children that hang onthe breaſts? If parents ſhould ſtay 
till they deſerue it, they would neuergrow to be men and 
women. Therefore its ſaid of Abraham,that he belcened in 
him that inſtsfieth the ſinmer, Noting thereby,that fin cannot 

| ; F 2 hinder 
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hinder Gods fauour from offenders, but that through faith 


they ſhal be iuſtified, and made innocent in Gods account, 
as if they had neuer offended at all. Fro 
' Let vs not then when we are in diſtrefle, be-diſcouraged, 


by reaſon of our corruptions, but goe to the Lord, who will 


ſhew himlelfe gratious notwithRanding them all. 

Oh but what comfort can-I {infull wretch haue, rogo to 
ſo holy a God ?- _. pet 03 

Why doe you not know his name? He 5s 4 gratzores God: 
and when wee can find no matter of worthinefle in our 
ſclues, he can find matter enough in his owne nature and 


in his ſonner merits, If wee could find any deſerts in our - 


ſclues, or our workes, God ſhould loſe hisname of being 
gratious. | 

But alas, T haue prouoked him, and iuſtly drawne his 
hand ypon me by mine owne finnes. 

What if you haue ? hes ſlow to anger. That is, long ere 
he be prouoked,and when he is proucked, cafie to bee ap- 
peaſed, We canno ſooner fall out with our finnes, but he 
fals in with vs. An earthly father will nottake euerie ad- 
vantage againſt his child; and when the child is grieued 
for a great fault, will not good parents be eafily ſatisfied? 


* And why ſhould we thinke God harder then our ſelues ? 


Pal.103.8,9. 


2-Sam,11 27, 


At leaſtlet vs make him as good as our ſelues, and be afſu- 
red that when we haue kindled his wrath againft vs, one 
teare of true repentance will quench all the | wx thereof, 
and draw downe his pitie and compaſſion vpon vs.To this 
Danid giueth teſtimonie,ſaying : The Lords ſlow to anger, 
and of great kindneſſe : he will not alwates chide, nor keepe his 
anger for ener, And this he himſelfe found by experience, 
For when he,being a King,and that of Gods owne choice, 
{er ouer his owne people, and withall a holy Prophet : in 
both which bolts, he was to bee a paterne of all godli- 
nefle and righteouſneſſe ynto others : when hee (1 ſay) 
after many mercies receiued:, had grieuouflic prouoked 
the Lord, inſomuch as he was angrie with him: and then 
did notzepentfor his ſione, but lay init, and added _ 
| er 
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"other hainous offences vnto it, yet after all this, God doth 
not reie& him, but fends his Prophet Nathan vnto him, 
and is more ready to offer him pardon then hee is to aske 
it, and when hee did but beginne to make confeſſion of 
kis finne, God tels him forthwith, that'hee had put away his 

7nne. 

L 4 And this wonderfull readineſſe in God to bee appeaſed 
” towards penitent ſinners, the Prophet a5ah maketh men- 

* tionof; bringing in God himſelfe, ſpeaking in this man- 

* ner: [will not contend for ever neither will The alwaies wroth: Ta.57.16, 
# For the ſpirit ſhould faile before mee, and I hane made the 

breath. Where we ſee, that as Pſalm. 103. there is areaſon 

drawne fromGods nature, why he cannot dealerigorouſ- 

lie with vs ; namely, becauſe hee pitties vs as afather doth 

his child: So here there is areaſon brought from our na- 

ture, why he cannot be ouer-ſcuere, to wit, that ther the 
ſpirit would faile before him:and thoſe whom he hath made 

and redeemed, would periſh and be vtterly conſumed. Men 
«werenot able to beare the continuance and grieuouſnefle 

of his hand, but would finke ynder their burthen, and ſo 
ſhould he be a greater loſer then they, in that hee ſhould 
loſe them, whom he hathſo long and fo entirely loued, for 
whom he hath ſo deerely paid : and therefore he ſaith, hat 

he will not contend for ener, BC. es | 

But ſome might ſay, itis true indeed, there is no fault on Obiefion. 
Gods part : if I could fit my ſelfe to ſeeke for mercy, and to 
F reccue mercy, as I ought to doe. Bur alas, I come far ſhort 
7 cuery way : my prayers are few and weake : my memorie 
© isfraile and lipperie, I cannot conceiue nor carie away the 

; Sermon; nor profit by the Sacrament, and ther of Gods 


2, Sam.12,1z, 


yt ordinances,as others doe, and as I would and ſhould. - 


What of all this? You muſt remember thar God is abun- , Lyſwey, 


F = 
7 davtin kindnes he wil not breake the bruiſed reed, nor quench Abundantin 


the ſmoking flaxe. It is the propertie of kindnefſe to take kindnefſe, 


'* ſmallthings in good worth, to paſſe by infirmities, and to 

*; beeafie tobe intreated. And this is cuident- in earthly pa- 

2” Tents : for they will accept of very ſmall matters at the 
| F 3 hands - 
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hands of their children, that would do better if they could : 
how much more will God who is the author of all kindnes 
both in men and beaſts? who kxoweth whereof we are made, 
and remembreth that we are but duſs. 

Indeed,iſ weliue in preſumptuous finnes, and beproud 
and tomackfull, and wil not ſtoupe vnder Gods hand, then 
Gods greateſt kindneſle is to ſcolirge vs, yntill he bring vs 


hometo himſelfe.But if wee be once ſincere and humble in 
heart, though we cannotattainerto that meaſure of ſan&ti- 


fication which others haue , nor poure out our ſoule in 
prayer as we ſhould, and as wee ought :yet God will take 


. allin good part, He that will reward a cup of cold water, 


he will reward a cold prayer, if wee be gricued and hum- 
bled for our coldnes,and endeuour to come-ynto him, with 
more feruencie, God lookes not for perfeRion frompoore 
weake creatures, that are full of imperfeQion. 

But how ſhall I know that this kirdneſſe of God ſhall be 
p—_ ynto me, ſeeing that I haue prayed and waited 
long,and yet am neuer the neerer? 

Becaule (as it followes inthe next place) God is ab##-. 


7 Abundant dant in truth as well as in kindneſſe. As he neuer threatens 


in truth. 


Pſal.3 49 T0, 
Pfal.50.15. 


any thing, but hee executes it: ſo hee neuer promiſeth any 
thing, but hee performes it. ' Neuer any yet could charge 
him with breach of promiſe. Hee hath ſaid, that thoſe that 
feare him, ſhall want nothing that is good : Call ypon me inthe 
day of trouble, and I will acliuer thee,&c. Who euer did ſo, 
and found not according to his expeQation ? If then none 
haue euerfailed of his hope, why ſhould not wee reſt ypon . 
his promiſe? Take away his truth, and take away his God- 
head. 

Many there are in the world, who, when their money 
and friends, and outward taies arc taken away, begin to 
thinke with themſclues , what ſhall wee doe now ? What 


' will become of ys? Wee ſee all is gone. But is Gods truth 


gone ? Hath not hee promiſed to prouide for vs when we 

are poore,as wel as when we are rich? When we are in fick- 

neflc,as well as when we are in health? Hath not he ſaid, f 
Ft | | wil 


The ſecond Sermon. 47 


' will not leaue thee nor forſake thee ? Did not heeiprouide' for Heb.13.6, 


vs in ourinfancie ? And why ſhould not wee truſt in him as 
well in our age? Oh, then wee had good friends to looke 
ynto vs. And who raifed vp thoſe friends ? Cannot God, 
that inclined the hearts of ſome to pitie'vs then, draw the 
hearts of others to haue compaſſion on vs hereafter? 

Oh, but I know no friends that will ſhew me that fauor? 
Neither did you in your infancie, and yet God did prouide 
ſome;and that withour your intreaty. How much more wil 
he do it now vpon your faithfull prayers ? Or el{e(which is 
beſt of all) take = to himſelfe, where you ſhall ſtand in 


no morenecd of friends and helpers, 


Bur becauſe wee are much-led by example, and looke g Reſerning 
how- God hath dealt with others': therefore hee addeth kindnes for 
next, [reſerning mercie for thouſands|Giuing vs to vnder- thouſands. 


Rand thereby, that heehath floods of mercie for all that 
and in needthereof. Neuer any went to God for mercie, 
= hee found mercie; if hee ſought in faith, as God bids 

n, 

With earthly Kings,he that comesnot firft often comes 
too late and ſpeeds worſt: butir is not ſo with the King of 
heauen : he: hath ſufficient for thofe that come to him laſt, 
as well as for thoſe that come to him firſt, Wee ſeethis in a 
creature of God, euen in the Sunne, which communicates 
his lightto all, though they be neuer ſo many, as well as if 
they were but a few. And what ſhall we thinke of God the 
Creator of the ſame? cannot hee comfort many thouſands 
as well as one perſon; and yer his ſtore nor bee leſſened a: 
whit? Yes ſurely , there are many thouſands. in heauen, 
that were once as bad as weare,and yet now they are in a 
Paradiſe of reſt;out of the reach of all fin and ſorrow. And 
who would not cometoſuch a Phyſition,as hath wrought 
a perfect cure of ſo-many, and that of free coſt, and neuer 
ſuffered any one to milcarrie that was willing to be his pa- 
tient ? ; ' 


Men wouldlie atthepoole of Betheſda miany yeeres; X- Iohn 5. 


pecting to bee healed; wee neede not lie fo long; arthe 
gate 
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teof heauen, for the curing of our ſoules, but wee are 

c to be perfeRly helped, when wee are-truly humbled 

and fitted for helpe.. ; Lc + 
' Butmy miſeries doe not trouble me ſo much as my fins, 
which are many and grieuous and of long continuance. 

For anſwereto thar hee faith, that God forgraeth imgrui- 
tie,tranſgreſſion,and ſinze.| And if he ſhould not ſhew him- 
ſelfeto be ſuch a God towards the militant Church, hee 
ſhould loſe bis name and hispeople at once : but hee par- 
dons all theſe kinds of fin. Z:9wtie] Thatis, originall ſin, 
and the peruerſeneſſe of our nature, that cleaues {o faſt yn- 
to vs,as appeareth,Pſal.5 1.5. 7ranſgreſſion:] That is,finnes 
of rebellion and preſumption, for ſo the word fignifieth in 
the originall. Ad /in:] Thar is,fins of cuſtome,and ſuch as | 
aregrown to an habit:And ſo this word is taken in the firſt 
Pſal.and many other places of the Scripture. If any one be 
wearie of this burthen, God will giue him a ſpeedie. difs 
patch. This a man may boldly claime at Gods hand,andin- 
treate him to deale according to his owne name, which he 
ſhould loſe, vnleſſe he ſhould free ys from our ſins. : 

This is alſo the name of his ſonne, who is called 7e/2e5,be- 
canſe he doth ſane: his people from their ſins. Thereforelet vs 
take the accuſation, and humiliation for finne ypon.ys, and 
pray to God to pardon ys according to his name : and then 
God will take away the guilt and puniſhment of fin it ſelfe 
from vs,and be fully pacified towards vs. Ie 

Bur yet there might ariſe another obicion (as ynbe- 
liefe isfull of them) which is this : for all that hath beene 
ſpoken of Gods goodnefle towards his choſen, yet wee ſce 
wicked men proſper and hold vp the head : and Gods chil- 
dren ſinke and are trampled ynder foote. And then there 
comes muttering and repining thoughts, that God doth 
not gouerne the world righteouſly, becauſe the righteous 
are wronged, and the Church ouer-runne by the vngodly 
of the world. 


* . Nay(faith Moſer) bee holds moe rhe wicked innocent] Let 
them takethcix ſwinge, and make hauocke for a time: God 


may 
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may ſpare them long, yet will viſit them at the laſt. Accor- Noe holding 

ding to that of Naham: God is icalous, and the Lord reaen- the wicked 
th: The Lordreuengeth, enen the Lord of anger, 'the Lord innocent. 

will take vengeance on his aduerſaries,and he reſeracth wrath Nahum 1.2.3. 

for his enemies. The Lord is ſlow to anger, bat hee is great in 

power and will aot ſarely cleere the wicked, &c. For as Haba- - 

kk faith,he hath ordained them for iudgement,and eftabli- Hab.n.x2, 


ſhed them for correttion. 
Yet we fee they goc to their graues in peace,and are not Obicetion. 
in trouble like other men, Plal.75. 5. 


Say they doe: ”= God will meete with them in their 4/7 
children, and punifh their ſinnes in their poſteritie : as it is 
ſaid in the text,F7/iring the imquities of the parents ypou their x 5 Viſiting. 
children,and vpon their childrens children, unto the third and 
fourth generation. They ſhall taſt of the bitter cup of Gods 
wrath here,as their fathers doe in hell. Oh, but who ſhall Obief&ox; 
doe this? There is none to curbe them. Yes God himſelfe 
will doe it : he will viſit them for their ſinnes. 

Here wee ſee what a number of tentations are ſwept a- Anſwer. 
way,by theright vnderſtanding and applying of the name 
of God. 

Now for that other place, 72azah 9.6. Chriſt is there ſaid 
to be a counſellor ,theprince of peace,&c. Such a counſellor Chriſt acoun- 
as is alwaies at hand to aduiſe vs : for he walks in the mid- ſellor. 
deſtof vs.Such a one as is furniſhed with wiſedome ſuffi- 
cient to counfell vs : For he is the ancient of daies, and the Reuel.x, 
very wiſedome of the father. Such a one as will giue vs his 
aduice freely. Andlaſtly,ſuch a one as can and will make ' 
his counſell effectuall,for he 7s theznighty God, and can doe 
what he will. Therefore what ſhould a Chriſtian trouble 
himſelfe? Hath hee craftic enemies ? Goe to Chriſt for di- 
recion,whoſe wiſedome is infinitely beyond their policy. 
Hath hee ſtrong enemies? Goe to him-who is mightier 
then they all. In a word, hath he any outward afflition or 
inward corruption, that doth annoy and trouble him ? 
Ler him haue recourfe to this name of God;and there he 
ſhall finde a remediefor all; which being ſo many waies 
| profitable 
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profitableand helpetull to a Chriſtian; thatmuſt needs fol- 


low,which was at firſt ſet downe, to wit, that the know- 
ledge of the name of God, is a moſt effeuall meanes to 
draw vs ynto feruent and faithfull prayer. 

This therefore {erues firſt ro confute ignorant perſons, 
and io ſhew that their prayers are but the exerciſing of 
their rongues,and of their lips ; becauſe _ are not ac- 
quainted with Gods name : and thence it is,that they giue 


.ouer praying in time of miſery, When they haue money 


and friends, health and ſtrength, and the like, they begin 
to thinke and ſpeake with Daxid : That their mount is [0 
ſftrorg that thy ſhall aency be caſt downe : and conclude with 
the rich wan in the Goſpell,zhar they hawe riches laid wp for 
many Yecres,and therefore bid their ſoules take their reſt. Bur 
what faith God, Thoxfoole,&c. Theſe are ignorant fooles 


| indeed: for doe they not know that power b. longs wnto _ 


Ts it not his name to be called the mighty God? Riches have 
no power atall in them, they cannot make a man liue one 
houre lopger or happier. 

When Daxtid bo: ſted of his ſubies and ſouldiers, and 
ofthe arme of fleſh that hee had gotten, what became of 
it? God witharew his face a little, and his ſonne and ſub. 
ics and all were againſt him. And as riches haue no po- 
wer inthem,ſo neither do they procure any tot of kindnes: 
for kindneſſe belings into God: it is his name to be abundant 
in kindz:ſſe: And therefore wee muſt goe to him for theſe 
things, and not to the world: and it.is Gods mercy that 
men ſhould ſometimes decciue vs,thatſo we mightlearne 
ro truſt in God,and to fceke to God for theſe things, and 
not ſo much vnto cutward merznes. Carnall men in their 
proſperitie will br-gge, that they can callyuponGod as 
well as the beſt of them. Bur thisis ſure,if Gods name bee 
not as an oyntment poured out, and:{pread ypon their. 


| hearts,in time of diſtrefle, they will ſecke vnto. any rather 


then ynto God. And thence it is, that when outward things 
faile them,they are altogether hartleſle, ar.d comfortleſle : 
They complaine that they want many things, and ſo. they 
oe. 
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doeindeed: butall is for that they want the knowledge of 
Gals name: which whoſoeuer knowes, he will not diſtruſt 
God though he haue no meanes : nor truſt inthem though 
he haue all meanes, 

Secondly this is for inſtruttion : if we would haue com- F7e 2+ 
fortable hearing in heauen,in all our wants and miſeries , 
we muſt tabour to know Gods name, as it is reuecaledin 
his word,that ſo we may be able to reioyce in all diſtreſles, 
and to quiet our hearts in all diſteinpers. And when wee 
finde more then ordinary diſcomforts, er vs take occaſion - 
thereby to condemne our ſclues for our ignorance of Gods 
name. 

Many that are accounted wiſe men, are too much caſt 
downe in thetime of miſery, which is an cuident figne that 
how excellent ſocuer they bee for worldly policy, yet they - 
want this heauenly wiſedome, For if they were acquain- 
ted with Gods name, they ſhould bee able comfortably to 
poure out their harts before God, knowing that the Lord 
which created all things of nothing, is able to ſauce without 
meanes,and againſt meanes. 

Thirdly,this is for ſingular conſolation to thoſe that by V/e 3. 
many wofull miſeries, and fore tentations, haue gotten 
ſome experimentall knowledge of Gods name : not a vyer- 
ball,but a working knowledge. They haue felt his power, 
and taſted ofhis mercy,and grace, and kindneſſe;&c. Such 
haue enough, yea more then all the world to ſtay vpon : 
As Salomon ſaith ; the name of the Lordis a ſtrong tower the Pre.18.10. 
righteons runneth unto it,and is exalted. Here is a refuge and 
a Fiding place for all juſt men,and for none elſe. 

Others may make a kind of offer, to goe towards that 
Tower : bur if they faile iarighteouſneſle, they will bee ſo 
farre from running, that they will goe limping ; nay, halt 
downeright,and neuer come thither ; but all thar are vp- 
right in heart, may hauefree acceſle, and ſufficient ſhelter: 
when they come thither, not onely from the inuaſions of 
men, but from the wrath of God, and trom the ſtrokes of 
God,as the peltilence, famine, warre, arid the like : yea 
G 2 from 
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from the furic of Satan, and fromthe aſſaults of finne, 

All other rowers are but poore weake cotages.Let men 
dwell where they will, whither can they go,bur death will 
find chem out ? They may flic from the plague, but God 
will purſue them : for he is not an archer rhat hath but one 
arrow,or {uch arrowes onely, as will reach thoſe thar are 
neere : but though they ſhould runne to the end of the 
world,he is able to ſhoot at them, and the arrowes of his 
vengeance will find them out. No frength can defend 
them,when he comes againſt rhem with his ſtrength : nay, 
all the power of men is #6 a broken reed, and all meanes 
of no force in themſclues. If wee onely vic themin obedi- 
ence, they will be as aſtaffe toleane vpon: if wee reſt on 
ther, they will be as a broken ſtafte that will deceiue vs, 
and giue vs afall, f . 

Verl.56. Thou haſt heard my voice, ſtop not thine eares. 
57-T hou areweft neere, &c.Whence this doctrine ariſeth : 

That Gods children in their prayers and ſeruices, doe 
marke and know-how they ſpeed:{o that they cannot one- 
ly ſay,I thanke God, at ſuch and ſuch atime I prayed, but 
O Lord thou diddeſt then heare my vozce, then diadeſt rho 
draw neere vnto me : at{uch a time I was put to it, and thou 
deliueredſt mee out of great danger. This wee ſeein the 
ſpouſe, who when her beloued was departed from her, 
{ih ; In my bed night by might 1 ſought him, whompy ſoule 
lowcth, audfound himnot. Shee had not that oy, and re- 
freſhing,as ſhe was wont to haue, from the vſe of the pri- 
uate meanes,and ſhee knew it, and obſerued it full well. 
Then ſhe went abrode, and there found as little ſucceſle, 
Afterwards ſhee comes to conferre with Gods Miniſters 
how ſhee might recouer herloue to Chriſt,and the feeling 
of Chriſts loue vnto her, and yet there ſhee had not that 
full ſucceſle, as ſhe expeRted. Then ſhe goes a little further, 
that is,(as was before ſhewed)waites patiently vpon God, 
and then ſhe found hin whom her ſoule loued,and tooke hold of 
him : that is,faſter hold then euer ſhe had done before. She 
had paid ſo dearely for her negligence, that ſhee would be 


warj® 
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waric how ſhe failedin her duty any more, So that when 
ſhe ſped well or ill, ſhee knew how it went with her, This 
point is further proued vnto vs out of another verſe of this 
Chapter of the Lamentation, where theſe words are vied : 
When I cric and ſhout, hee ſhutteth out my prayer : Not but Lament.4.8. 
that God tooke natice of it, and had a time toreward it : L 
but for the preſent he gaue them no anſwere. 
They had hard hearts, and God ſaw that one crie and 
ſhout, would not be ſufficient to mollifie and ſoften them: 
and therefore he lets them pray,and cry againe and againe, 
and yet ſtill they had the repulſe, as they obſerued to their 
great griefe. Anſwerable to this,is that in the Plalm,where 
Dari ſaith, If Tregard wickednes in my heart the Lord will Pal. 66.18.19, 
not heare mee : But God hath heard me, and conſidered the 
woice of my prayer. 
And there is reaſon why as they did marke how they Reaſon. 
ſped,1o ſhould we allo. 
For vnleſſe we doe ſo, it is impoſſible that we ſhould 
euer be thankfull for that wee receiue, orlay vp any ſtore 
of comfort againſt the time to come. If wee ſpeed ill, we 
{hall goe away without any care or ſtudie to grow better : 
if wee ſpeed well, wee ſhall depart without any defire of _« 
glorifying God, or of confirming our hearts for after- 
wards. | 
Whereas diligent obſeruation how God deales with vs, 
would worke in vs great experience, both for our humilia- 
tion and conſolation. # 
For ſometimes Gods ſeruants haue a comfortable an- 
{were to their ſutes,and then they come away as freſh, and 
nimble, and ioyfull, as if their hearts had been made glad 
by ſweet and pleaſant wine. At another time,they come Pſal.1 09.15: 
limping and fainting away, as if they had receiued ſome og 
grieuous wound. So for the Sermon, now and then they 
depart from it, as from ſome notable feaſt, ſo merric and 
comfortable, as if they had made the beſt bargaine thar 
cuer they did in their liues : at ſome other times they come 
out of the Church hanging downe their heads, and full of 
| G 3 penſmue - 
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enſiveneſle,as if they had receiued the ſentence of death, 
What is the cauſe hereof? Profane perſons thinke they are 
the mclancholieſt, and ynconſtanteſt people in the world, 
But will not they themſclues looke heauily on the mar- 
ter, when they are croſled in things that are moſt deare yn« 
to them? And why then ſhould they blame Gods ſeruants, 
if they bee ſometimes merrie, and ſometimes heauie, ac- 
cording as they are crofled or comforted in the word of 
life, which is more deare ynto them, then all the treaſures 
of the earth? Howſocuer they way charge them to be vn= 
conſtant, yet indeede they themſelues are more yncons 
ſtanr : For let them haueto deale with ſome great Tudge, 
about matters of their eſtate, and let them: be told this day, 
that they are likely to haue good and fauourable hearing : 
that the Iudge likes well of chem, and of their cauſe : how 
ioyfull andiocund will they be ? How will they talke of it, 
and ina ſort boaſt of it? But let them come to the Tudge 
themſclues the next day, and let him frowne vpon them , 
and tell them : T vnderſtand you are a leaud fellow:1know 
your praCtiſes well enough : looke to your ſelfe, and: ac- 
__ you well leſt Iftrip you of your lands and life toge- 
ther. Will not ſuch a ſalutarion caſt them into their dumps, 
and make them looke heauic and fad, as if they were 
halfe dead? And if one ſhould aske them : Why are you 
ſo variable? They would wonder why hee ſhould make 


fuch aqueſtion. Haue wee notiuſt cauſe to be caſt downe 


(would they ſay)when the Iudge that gaue me ſuch good 
hopes before, doth how looke and ſpeake ſo wrathfully a- 
gainſt me? And wherefore then will yee finde fault with 
Gods ſcruants,who deale with the King and Iudge of hea- 
uen and earth,in the matter of their ſaluation : whoſe fauor 
they eſteeme more then all things in the world : and whoſe 
diſpleafure they feare more then all the mens in the world: 
yea then death it feife? Why (T fay ) doe you finde fault 
withthem,if their comforts ebbe and flow, as matters goe 
berter or worle betwixt God and them ? 

This is for coatutation of carnall hearers, who are = 

c 
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Ced at all times alike, They haue heard many hundred ſer- 
mons, but they were neuer more comforted at one, then at 
another. They are none of theſe changelings, but the ſame 
men ſtill. Butlet ſuch know, that hee that doth ncuer feele 
himſelfe ſicke, it is greatly to bee doubted hee is quite 


dead. Parl was once aliue, before the Law came, and ſo Rem.7, 


areall vnregeneratemen in their owne conceit : they can 
heare the word without feare and trembling ( they thanke 
God) and bee neuer troubled in their conſciences as ſome 
are, Doe you thanke God for this ſenſeleſnefſe ? Nay, doe 
not fo, for that is a ſhamefull taking of his name in vaine : 
bur rather repent before God, and craue pardon for the 
fame. For they that feare leaſt, are the moſt hard-hearted 
people of all other, and they neuer ſucceed well. 


The like may be ſaid of them who are alwayes alike af- p,qu.28. % 


feCted in prayer: they neuer yet knew what a faithful praier 
meanes. | 

Secondly,this is for comfort to thoſe that ſee how they 
thriue,and marke when they ſpeed well or ill, when they 
come to the word,to prayer,or the Sacrament : if they find 
a goodeffteR, they may bee aſſured that God loues them 
and ſo be thanktull for his mercy, and confident thereof 
for afterward : If they goe away without an anſwere, and 
without comfort (as many times the Saints of God doe ) 
they ſhall gaine a greater nieaſure of humility; and bee 
more broxcn-hearted : and though they cannot ende with 
thankſ-giuing , yet thcy may end wy 4 the prayer of the 
Publican ; Lord be mercif4ll-mnto me a funer. 

And here is as great gaine by humiliation at ſome- 
times,as by conſolation and ſweet feelings at other times, 
For if wee .thou!d haue alwaies a preſent an{fwere, wee 
ſhould grow ſecure, and contemne theſe.anſweres of God. 
For iuc}: is ou; vile nature, that when things grow cont- 
mon,t!.ey grow by degrees out of 1eckoning and eſtima- 
tion wyich vs : rhe. efore God will nor tuffer vs alwayesto 
haue vreſent !:cuing, 


Uſe 2, 
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tweenethe regenerate and ynregenerate?ſath both of them 
pray,and neither ofthem haue hearing. 

Heere is the difference, that the one ſort are not dead as 
the other are, Herthatfeeles an ague or any other diſcaſe, 
and is vexed and pained with it, any ſimple body will fay, 
ſarely fnch aone is aliue: and ſoit may be concluded of 
cucry Chriſtian that is troubled in his ſoulc, that his pray- 
ers {inde no better accelle ynto Gods throne: it is ſure 
ſuch a one hath the life of grace in him, which 1s an cuerla- 
ſing life. 

Bur as for wicked men that neuer feele their fickneſle, 
bur grow to compariſons, that they can pray as well as the 
beſt of them : they are dead in finne, and without repen- 
tance ſhall periſh in their ſinnes, 

Verl. 56. Thor haſt heard 772y VOICE, therefore ſtop not thine 


omg; "i eare]|Whence this dotrine may bee gathered : That thoſe 


' once heares in whom God hath once heard in mercie, hee will alwaies 


wercie he eutr heare, preuajle with God once and euer. With men it is 


heares. 


Reaſon. 
RHeb.13.8. 


not a good argument to fay, Sir,you paid ſuch and ſuch a 
debt for me; you holpeme out of priſon, ſuch and ſuch a 
time,therefore doe it againe : for it may. bee hee hath by 
that meanes ſo weakened his eſtate already, that hee is not 
able to doe the like againe. But it is otherwiſe with God, 
all his former benefits, are as ſo many bonds for new 
bleſſings : if hee inclined his eare ynto vs,ſuch and ſuch a 
time, when wee powred out ourprayersand teares before 
him,we ſhall find the like ſucceſſe againe, vpon the yſe of 
the like meanes. | 

The reaſon hereof is drawne from Gods nature : Hee zs 
Tehouah,yeſterday,to day,and the ſame for ener. Tfhee haue 
receiued ys yeſterday, he can and will doe it in like ſort to 
day,yea,and hence-forward for euer, there is no change in 
him. There remaines the ſame cauſe of mercie ſtill in his 
nature: hee had as much reaſon to loue Perey after his fall, 
as before. And when Chriſt prayed,that Pereys faith might 
not faile,thatprocceded from Chriſts goodneſle, not from 


Peters. If our prayers haue been once a ſweet ſmelling 
| ſacrifice 
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facrifice in the noſtrils of the Lord, they ſhall neuer bee re- 

ieted by him: once welcome to kim and alwaies. It is an 

argument that will ſurely preuaile with God, Lord thox 

dreweſt neere once, therefore doe it ſtill. To this purpoſe itis Heb.r 2.2. 

ſaid,that Chriſt is the author and finiſher of our faith : where 

once he hath laid the foundation, he will reare vp the buil- 

ding,and bring itto perfeQion. So is it ſaid in thePſalme: 

From enerlaſting to euerlaſting thou art our God. If euer God Pſal.go.s. 

ſhould haue refuſed to ſhew vs fauour, it would haue been 

then, when wee were dead in fnne : but even then hee 

ſought to vs,ere wee ſought after him; and before we ima- 

gined any ſuch matter, hee was at the coſt to beſtow his 

Sonnes blood ypon vs:that his ſpirit might be ſhed abroad 

inour hearts, that wee might haue experience ofhis loue : 

that wee might haue title to his ſonnes death and merits, 

and being once his ſonnes and daughters might fill be fa- 

uoured,relieucd and ſuccoured by him. 

Let vs conſider what wee doe,and be thorowly groun- 

ded and perſwaded vpon good warrant, before wee take 

comfort to our ſelues in Gods mercies : but when we haue 

a good foundation to build our affurance ypon, let vs 

know that all Gods mercies are cuerlaſting mercies. 

Firſt, this doEtrine makes for the reproofe and terror of 7/e.1. 
ſuch men and women, as hope that if the peſtilence, or © 
death, or any other heauie affliction ſhould come, they 
ſhould bee in cafe good enough, and doe as well as the 
beſt. And why? They will make many good prayers, and 
defire Godto bee mercifull ro - mn to forgiue them. 
Well, what will they anſ{were to this ? They haue made 
good prayers (as they call them) heretofore, but what en- 
tertainment did they finde with God? They haue heard 
many a ſermon, but what grace haue they gotten thereby ? 
They haue come to the Sacrament as often as their neigh- 
bours, but what mortification haue they gained by it? Nay 
ſurelie they cannot ſay much for ſuch matters : they are 
things that they neuer marked, Then their cafe will bee 
hard when trouble comes. If they haue no old tore, = 
H WI 
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will be ſhut out as the fooliſh Virgins were. 
Mauth.15. A Chriſtian hath an old ſtock which he lives vpon:God 
| hath heard him often, he hath giuen thankes to God, as of- 
ten,or at leaſt very often : he hath gone through thepikes, 
bur till God hath been at his right hand,the remembrance 
whereof, will much ſuſtaine the heart. 
 Butas for them thar haue no experience of Gods for- 
mer fauours,in anſwering them in the daies and” times whe 
they haue called vpon him, they can haue little hope that 
they ſhall finde any kindnefle from him, when afflictions 
take hold ofthem. | | 
Ifa priſoner that hath deſerued death ſhould fay, hee 
hopes well,and lookes for fauour : And why? He hath eue- 
ry day put vp two or three ſupplications to the Tudge : we 
would aske him preſently,but what anſwere receiued you? 
If he ſhould tell vs,nay I neuer lookt to that: we would not 
thinke hee ſhould ſpeed much the better for all his ſuppli- 
cations, Such is the caſe of hypocrites, that draw neere vn- 
to God with their lips, but not with their hearts: though 
they thinke rhemſelues the ſafer and better for that, yet in 
truth they are Rr had neuer in their lives a-* 
ny figne of Gods loue towards them for good, ypon the 
making of their ſuites knowne vnto him. And therfore let 
them get ſome of this ſtore : for that is it that will Rand 
them more in ſtead then al the goods in the world, 

Ie 2. |. Secondly, here isa vſe of comfort for them that haue 
loſt the Fight and fecling of Gods fauour. Had they it euer 
at all? Then they ſball be {ure to haue it againe. For this 

I fal.77. 3.4.5.6 was Damids caſe : He did thinke on God,and was more trou- 
bled : he prayed,and his ſpirit was full of angaiſh,and all ſee- 
med to make againſt him. What then? 7 conſidered (ſaith 
he) the dates of old, and the yeeres of ancient time: I called to 
remembrance my ſong in the night , I commnned with mine 
ne heart,and my ſpirit ſearched diligently, &c.He recounts 
with himſelfe, how faithfull hee had been vnto God : how 
mercifull God had been ynto him, and then his little ſparke 
of hope and comfort became a great flame. M 
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If a man haue old prouiſion, he will doe well enough in 
the hardeſt times. If one can ſay from an humble and fin- 
cere heart: Lord thou knoweft that Ihaue ſhed many a 
bitter teare in ſecret for my ſins:T haue often with ioy prai- 
ſed thee for thy mercies, and poured out my heart in fing- 
ing Pſalmes in priuate : I haue ſought thee inthe night, 
when no body was by,when no eye was priuie vnto it:and 
at ſuch times thou haſt vouchſafed to looke downe from 
heauen with a mercifull eye ypon mee, and haſt filled my 
ſoule with ioy vnſpeakeable and glorious, &c. If (ſay) |, 
one haue theſe and the like cuidences from former experi- 
ence, hee may afſure his heart that God will fill be found 
of him in goodnefſle rill the ſhutting vp of his dayes, and 


neuer withdraw his loning kindnefſe from him. Oh, but Ob;efios. 


now God frownes ypon mee, and withholds hislouing 


countenancefrom me': What then? Hath there not been Ayſiver, 


a time when you could fay,God drew neere vnto you, and 
beheld you with a fauourable eye? Yes, they cannot denie 


that;why then neuer feare,hee will returne againe, though Pſal. 30.5. 


hee hide his face for a time : Albeit, heanineſſe may endure 
for a mght, yet wy ſhall come mm the mornug. Forif God 
bee once ours, hee is Euer ours. And this ſhould bee the 
ſtaffe and ſtay of Chriſtians, when they haue loſt their fee- 
ling. 

Verſ.56. Srop not thine eare from my ſigh, and from my 
cry.]Hereis ſhewed what ſeruice they brought vnto God : 
they did not pray alone, but fi oh, nor ſi gh alon:, but cry. That 
wy fox drew forth their prayers from a fetuent hart, which 
was as a thirſtie land that gapes for the raine, and is euen 
ready to drinke vp and deuoure the clouds. Which words 
affoord vs this done: 


That they that would not haue God to ſhut his eares 2+ Do#.s, 
gajnſt their prayers, mult bee ſure that they figh and crie : Feruencie in 
and that their petitions proceed froma broken heart, and Prayer requi- 


from an humble ſpirit. So the Propher Joel bids them, reus 
our hearts,and not your garments,@c. For till the heart be 
uen puld in pieces by godly ſorrow, finne and luft will 

| H 2 not 


Vial 51.17. 


Muk 7.33, 


R caſ, 01, 


Uſe ns 


Pal. 32. 


Iam.5 9. 


TD - 


ITN 


G&o Theſecond Sermon. 


not out : and then there can be no acceptance looked for 
with Go:,eitherof vs or of our ſcruices. Therefore Dauid 
ſaith ; te ſarrifices of God are 4 contrite ſpirit : 4 contrite 
cd broken heart, O Lord,thou wilt not deſpiſe.Therefore did 
Chriſt groze mn bis /þirit, when hee prayed for that poore 
man in rhe Goſpell..So did Hannah ſigh and weepe ſore, and 
poxzred oct her ſoule before Gad. 

And there is good reaſon, to moue vs to labour thus in- 
wardly to be touched : For till wee haue the ſenſe and fee- 
ling of our wants, wee may well (peake, but we can ne- 
ucr pray : till the heart be pained with finne and corrupti- 
on,it is impoſſible to be feruent for the pardon ofir, as it 
is for one that hath no feeling of pouertie, earneſtly to in- 
treat for a ſupplie of his necefſities : and for one that hath 
no {enſc of i:1s ficknes, to bean inſtant ſuter for the meanes 
of health. | P 

Firſt, this ſerues for the reproofe of thoſe that come with 


drowſie and verball prayers : who dealelike corrupt and 


naughtic Lawyers,that looke for a fee, and yet when they 
are atthe barre, tell a drowſie and idle tale, without any 
feeling of their clients cauſe : So many there are that come 
with words of courſe to intreat God to pardon their ſins, 
and ſtrengthen their faith, but neuer poure out their ſoules 
before God, but onely ſpend a little breath : And they 
ipeed accordingly; for their cold prayers bring but cold 
{\ucceſle. 

And this is true not onely of the wicked, but euen ofthe 
godly. Daxidrored and cried, but hee was neuer the bert- 
ter, till he confeſſed his finne, being inwardly grieued for 
the.ſame : but then both finne and puniſhment were remo- 
ued at once, 

This may teach vs to ftriue with the Lord in our prayers 
and ſupplications ; labouring for this crying and fighing 
thatis ſo needfull : and then doing as heere the Church 
did,we ſhall ſpecd as they did. Many there are that ſighin 
their troubles, But how? James tels vs: They ſigh one a- 

g<inſt axcthcr, and not vader the burthen of their finnes, 


nor. 


_ 
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northrough an earneſt deſire of Gods mercie: They figh 


vnder the waight of vakindnefle that lie vpon them, and 

clamor againſt men, but hauelittle feeling of rheir owne 
vnkindneſſes againſt God to bee humbled for them. But 

theſe are {ighes of the fleſh, and nor of the ſpirit. Ler vs 

grone from a broken heart,and the Lord will giue vs life, 

when we are troubledin ſpirit : and the longer we waite and Ifa.57.15. 
crie,the greater meaſure of comfort we ſhall haue, and the 

longer it ſhall rarrie with vs. 

Verſ. 57. Thos dreweſt neere. |Not in his eſſence : (for ſo 
is he alwaies alike neere) but in his mercitull preſence and 
with gratious deliuerance. Which words thus ynderſtood, 
doe yeeldvs this point of doctrine: 

Thatin the day that wee draw neere to God inprayer, 1,4 6. 
God will draw neereto vs in mercy : when we ſend vp our Godis as rea- 
petitions vnto him, he will ſend downe ſpeedie and com- die to heare as 
fortable helpe vnato vs. Thoſe that are ſuters vnto God, we to pray. 
ſhall bee alwaies ſure of good ſucceſfle : euen aboue that 
that they can aske or thinke. Whether their requeſts be, 
that their enemics _ bee repreſſed, or that their owne 
corruptions may be ſubdued,or whatſocuer elſe, they ſhall 
bee ſureto {peede well. So faith our Sauiour ; Whoſoener Matth.7.8, 
asketh receineth, and he that ſecheth findeth, and to himz that 
kmocketh it ſhall be opened. Let one knocke at the chamber 
of Preſence of an earthly King, it he be poore and baſe, he 
ſhall be bid to ſtand backe: but letlone knocke at Gods 
Preſence-chamber, how meane and contemptible ſoeuer 
hee be, he ſhall haueno repulle. As Daxi4teſtifieth ; Gods Plal.115.18.19 
neere to all that call upon hims, yea to all that call vpon hims in 
rruth:he will fulfil the deſires of thoſe that feare him.Though 
their harts be ſo oppreſled hat they ci bring no words,that 
is nomatter : God will haue reſpe&to their very defires, 

Men will not hcare ſuch many times as haue been good 
and faithfull ſeruants vnto them : but God will heare ſuch 
as haue been rebels againſt him, whenſoeuer they turne 
vnto him by trae repentance,and cry vnto him froma bro- 
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2.Chron.15.3, This wee ſec inthe booke of Chromicles, where it is ſaid, 
that the 1/raelites lined many yeeres withont the true God : 

And why ? becauſe they had no preaching,nor powerfull 
miniſterie,vo PrizFt to teach thems,as there it is Paid; yet who- 

As 2. foener returned in his miſerie and ſought God, he was found of 
him : according to that ſaying, Whoſercr ſhall call upon the 

' name of the Lord ſhall be ſaued. 

An example of Gods goodneſſe in this regard, we haue 

in 7onah,who albeit he had dealt fooliſhly,and was caſt in- 

_ tothe ſea for it, yet God heard himour of the belly of the 

fiſh, and ſet him vpon the drie land againe. So the theefe 

Luk.23.42.43. ON the crofſe, had bin a notable malefactor, yet he no ſoo- 
ner opened his mouth for mercie, but Chriſt (though in 

great extremitie at that time)reſpeCted him, and his foite : 

i neuer caſting him in the teeth with his old finnes. So a- 
2.Chron.zz. aſſes had been a wofull and miſerable ſinner, yet when he 
cried to the Lord in his diſtreſle, he heard him, ſet him free, 

| andreftored him againe to his kingdome.. Hee had done 
enill in the ſight of the Lord, like the - ———k of the hea- 
then : he renined Idolatry which his father had aboliſhed,wor- 
ſhipped the hoFt of heauen, defiled the Temple of God, cauſed 
his ſonnes to paſſe thorow the fire, gane himſelfe to witchcraft, 
and charming, and ſorcerie : and did very much enill in the 
fight of the Lord, andthat to _ him : After all this, God 
admoniſhed hini by his Prophets, but hee would not heare. 
Then the Lord brought upon him” the Captaines of the hoſt of 
the King of Aſtmr, which put him in fetters, and bound him in 

chatines,and carried him to Babel. 

Now being in ſore tribulation, heprayed wnto the Lord 
his God,who was intreated of him,and heard his prayer. 

And to ſhur vp all, whatſocuer our caſe bee,in Pſal.107. 
it is ſhewed,zhar if we /eeke to the Lord,we ſhall haue helpe. 
Some arerebels and care not for the word of God, but de- 

- Pfal.1o9, fpiſe the counſels of the moſt high ; then hee caſts them in pri- 
10.Kc. {on,and binds them in brafſe and iron,ſo that all their hope 
is gone: at length they crie wnto the Lord, which they can 
no ſooner do,but he breakes the gates of braſſe and the barres 
_- of 
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of iron aſunder,and ſers them at libertie: ſo that an humble 
and feruent prayer, we ſee, drawes vs out of bondage, and 
ſers vs at large: andin ſtead of mourning and heauineſle, 
gives vs matter of reioycing,and _ of God. 

Another is caſt into the ſea, euery foote readie to bee 
{wallowed vp,the Pilot hath neither skill nor will to _ 
yet when their prayers aſcend vnto heauen, God rebukes 
the ſea andthe windes, and they are quickly at the hanen 
where they would be. 

And ſo for famine and euery other miſerie, God hath a 
medicine for euery ſickneſle,and a falue for _ ſore: and 
when men crie vnto him, he is readie to helpe them in all 
extremities,as is there more particularly ſpecified. 


rt. Which ſerues to reprooue our miſerable blindneſſe V/e r. 


and hardneſſe, who notwithftanding Gods ſufficiency and 
readinefle to helpe, yet will ſeeke vnto vaine helps,digging 
to our ſelues ceſternes that will hold no water. If the Lord 
had euer failed ys, or any other that reſted on him, there 
had been ſome reaſon to doe ſo: but ſeeing God would 
haue vs beholding vnto him,and hee hath neuer failed any 
that waited vpon him, why ſhould wee not turne to God, 
rather then goe to any other ? 
Oh, but - times are hard,and the world is naught. 


Itis ſo to you;becauſe you are ſo to God: and iuſt it is Obieftro. 
that you ſhould not findereliefe, becauſe you ſeeke it not Anſwere. 


where it might be found. 


Secondly, this makes for ſingular conſolation : would 7/e 2. . 


we know how it ſhall goe with vs for body and ſoule, for 
name and ſtate and all; then let vs looke what courſe wee 
take. Doe we call vpon the name of God? Then help and 
comfort is at hand : God is neere unto all them that call ypon 
him in truth : though-not with that ftrength of faith as 


they ſhould, if we ſeeke bim,he will be found of vs. Hee li- Marh.9.8. 


mitcth ysnot for timefgior things; and therefore wee may 

looke for helpe at all times, and in all things: and when 

wee haue moſt neede, then wee ſhall bee ſure of the beft- 
helpe.. | 

Bur 


Rules to be 
obſerued. 
lob.11.14. 


2.Chron.7, 14. 


Jam. 4.8, 


©bietton. 


Anſwer. 


Cant.3.1.&c. 
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But if wee would be certaine of this comfort, wee muſt 
withall obſerue thete rules : 

1 That weeput all wickednefſe out of our hearts, and 
out of our hands : that we hwmble our ſelues, and turne from 
our wicked waies. Let vs remoue our finnes, and God will 
remoue our crofles. So Iames exhorts them. Purge your 
hands ye ſrnners, and your hearts ye hypocrites : that is it that 
they muſt doe, ifthey would haue God to draw neere wnto 
them. For God loues not to dwell in a heart defiled with 
ſigme : he will turne his eyes and cares from vs, if we conti- 
nue in our euill waies : becauſe when our tongues cric for 
mercie,our finnes crie for vengeance. 1 

But, will ſome man ſay, who can lookefor hearing from 
God,if the cafe ſtand thus? for who can come to him with- 
out iniquitie ? 

Though wee cannot come without iniquitic, yet wee 
may come Without the loue and liking of iniquitie, and 
with ſorrow and ſhame for our iniquitie : and then it ne- 
uer hinders our prayers, as wee ſee in the examples before 
alleaged. 

2 Another rule is, that wee muſt ſecke God by all his 
meanes, as in that place of the Cayticles before alleaged, 
when the Church had loft Chriſt, thar is, the feeling of 
his loue,and the ſenſe of that communion which former- 
lie ſhe had had with him, ſhe vſeth all priuate and publike 
meanes, and at length commeth to conference with Gods 
ſcruants, (which few wil do, till they bedriuen to it of ne- 
ceffitic)and theri hauing waited a while, [Se finds hinswhons 
her ſoule loxed. Theſame muſt be our practiſe : if one medi- 
cine will not ſerue the turne, ſe another : Pray, faſt, medi- 
tate, conferre, and then at laſt the Lord will bee found in 
mercie. But as wee areſlacke in yſing any of the meanes, ſo 


- ſhall wee faile in our comfortable expectation of fauour 


from God. 

3 Thelaſt rule is,that we muſt vſe the meanes diligent- 
ly,and in good earneſt: for if wee make baſe account of 
Gods mercies, it is juſt wee ſhould goe without them. The 


prayer 
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prayer of the righteous auailes much, but with thiscondi- 


tion, sf it be ferucxt. God delinereth the poore when he cricth. Tam. 5.16, 
If they would haue —_ muſt bee crying. God Plal.7312, 


poures foorth floods of grace : 
[; 4c gronnd. q 
Hence is it that a number reade,and heate,and pray,and 
yet preuaile not, becauſe they doe it ſo drowfily and care- 
leſly. The Lord deferres to helpe them, becauſe they are 
not fit for helpe,and do not firive and wreſtle in their pray- 


typon whom ? On the thir- Ifai.44+3» 


ers as /acob did. Let vs thercfore vieall the meanes, and Heſ.r2.z: 


that with conſtancie and carefulnefle, and then wee ſhall 
obraine our hearts defire-in mercie, 
Verſ.57. Thou ſaidſt, Feare not.] Not that there came 
eany ſuch voyce vnto their cares, or that God vcd any ex- 
traordinarie meanes to ſpeake vnto them, but when they 
drew ncere to God,and cait their cares ypon him, andlaid 
open their ſorrowes vnto him, God did ſo comfort them, 
as if hee had ſpoken wato them: they were content to 
make him their tay, and to truſt him with their ſoule and 
Rate and all, and then hce pacified their hearts, and gaue 
them an expgQcd anſwere to their prayers. Now inthat 
God ſaid, Feare apt, the point is : | 


That God onely can cure the heart of feares. If ren thou- Dott. * 
ſand Prophets had {aid vato them, feare not, if God had God onely 
not ſaid ſoby his ſpirit,they would haue feared for al that, frees the hear: 


For firſt, men cannot remoue the caule of feare,which G 
onely can, Thence it is that the wicked flee, when none pur- 
| fuk thews:whereas the righteous are bold as a Lion.Becauſe 
their ſinnes are removed, and they reconciled to God 
through Chriſt, who hath made a ſufficient paiment for 
them,co ſatisfichis fathers juſtice. = 
' 2 Secondly, God onaly can giue faith, which rids the 
heart of feare: in, which'regard Cheift ſaith ; Hy did you 
feare, O ee of little faith ? Implying #hercby, thawwll our 
troublclome, viſiempets,ptoceed from want of faith. - 
\ Now becauſe nonggan gizt ther bueabe ling God, 
therefgze gane-can bepleghebiear CY | 
| | 3 Ab. 


od from feares, * 
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3 Athicdreafod is,becauſe God onely can put his trac 
feareinto our hearts, which is a mightic defence agajnſt 
falſe feares. As godly ſorrow is a ſtrong fortrefſe agtinſt 
worldly ſorrow, and godly ioy aftrong bulwarke againſt 
carnall ioy. Therefore it is ſaid, Plal.t 12.1. Pleſſed ir the 
 wanthat fearcth the Lord, Hee ſhall wt be afraidof ill. 
tidings. - 
YJe.z. | Eeſi.chis confutes their follie ard errour, that thinke if 
they go two or three miles from the place where the ſick- 

neflcis,and there haue their gates ſhur, andall things care= 

Fully looked vnto, then they ſhould not bee fo fearefull as 

they are: as if that outward meanes could cure the heart 

of feares; nay,that muſt be the Lords worke.If they carrie 

-with them the peſtilence of an ill conſcience, an hearr fulf 

- of couctouſneſle, full of pride, and of worldly luſts, death 

will enter into thewindow, if it cannot at the doore, and 

will finde them our, and ſet ypon them at midnight, as 

well as at midday. For God hath a quarrell againſt their 

Fins,and he will purſue them ehiulaner they goe: and 

/how can they ſtand, when the curſe of God hath them in 

chaſe? Will you feare the plague-ſore ypon the body ; and 

will you not much more feare it ypon your ſoules? Will 

ou flec from that that is but a medicine vnto the godlie; 

andnot from that which is the very bane of.che whole 

' man? *In truth thoſe that carrie with them a heart full of 
 pride,andluft,and fuch iniquities as God abhorres, where- 

| conn they live, are in greater danger then the podly that 

live in the peſt-houlc it ſelfe, hauing their hearts purified 
by faith, and their hope fetled vpon Teſus Chriſt. $ 

, And therefore thinke not to pt away fuch feares, by 

gaming and companie-keeping, by cating and drinking 

and laughing : for they will returne againe, though they 

may he {mothered for a time, and an1ll conſcience will be 

afe —— "IE We A 

| Secendly,this doQtine miniftreth ynes vs this inftrudi- 
Het onghatifwewould be disburthened of feares, wee ſhould 
goe to God ghar can workein vs atherow core, Not - wy 
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the meanes of ſeruing Gods prouidence, weretobenegle-- 
Reed,or as f we ſhould not walke circumſpeRly,and avoid 
the occaſions of danger : but when we doe ſp, wee ſhould 
nor reft on the meanes, nor thinke, I amour of the place 
where the plagues, therefore ] am tree from Gods fireke, 
If one ſhould ſay, I. cannox dye.ctill God haue appoynted, 
and therefore I may. goe into places of infection, this 
were a tempting of God: bur it were worſe for a wicked 
finner to thinke,] am nat neere places of infeRion, there- 
fore I am ſafe. | 
.. If then-wee would bee ſoundly cured of feares, firſt lex Helpes againfj 
vs goc mntothe Lord with a broken heart, and. beſcech _— 
kim toput courage imo vs, andto giue vs aſſurance of e. ** 7 
ternall life; and the ioy ofthe holy Ghoſt; then come life 
or, death, wee ſhall not bee much diſmayed. This is one 
ſpeciall meanes,to free our hearts from vnneceſlaric feares, 
euen faithfull prayer: as the Apoſtle ſhewes, where hee 
faiqs, [nw nothing be carefull, but in all things let your requeits Philip.4.6. 
bee made knowne to God,&c. Hee bids them nor take away 
the occafions. without, - but heale the heart within ; for 
then they ſhall be ſafe enough : The peace of God that paſ- 
fath all mderitanding, foallheepe their hearts and mindes in 
Chrift Jeſus : that is, in a blefled communion with Chriſt 
Ieſus, whereby they ſhall bee poſſeſſed with ſuch peace as 
none [15.Ws what it meanes, but thoſe that haue taſted 
ofit-: which quiets. and ſets downe the heart and minde, 
and ſcrtles the ſame in the aſſurance of a happie ifſue, out 
of all ſtraites and difficulties : as wee ſeein Pawid,who pry ;, 
hauing commuted -himſelfe to God, who. was able and 
had promiſed to helpe him, he triumphs ouer all his ene- 
mics,and ſaith hee will nor feare though trn thouſand ſhould 
CF; c him round about. That was great oddes : and one 
" would thinke hee had little necde to vie ſuch ſpeeches, but 
rather to runne away as faft as he could, stleaſt heſhould 
take little fleepe in thenight, ſo long-as hee was in ſuch 
danger : or ifhee didlie downe and ſleepe, he ſhould baue 
— Edchope to tiſcagaine inthe morning. yet weſce yerl. 5. 
; 2 nat. 
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2. Rizhtcouſ- 


nes. 


P1rov.29.r. 


Dots, 
God vpholds 


his, 
Uai. 44.2 Jo 


Ifai.27-3- 


that hor [ard him downe and ſlept and roſe apaine;bertn/e the 
Lord ſuftain:d biws: and this he got by calling ypon God : 
aSitis verſe 4. 

2 Secondly,if wee would not be oppreſled with feares, 
labour to be righteous: for wickedneſſe makes men da- 
ftardly,whereas rightcouſneſſe makes men ſtout as Lions, 
that will not looke ouer the ſhoulder, for the barking of 
cuery dogge, but walke on without all feare. Indeede the 
child of God will not be preſumptuous; neither will he be 
timorous : though his enemies, | Satan and the world 


be. ſtrong, yer he knowes Gods ſtronger, and that none- 


euill can come ynto him without the Lord. 

Which if we can thorowly meditate vpon, and take this 
receite euery morning, to ſcaſon our hearts with the feare 
of God, and to waſh our harts and hands from vnrepented 
finnes; walke where we will,ſo it be in our waies, nothing 
ſhall be able to hurt vs. PETE 

Verſe 58. Thor haſt maintamed the canſe of py ſoule.] 
That is, thou haſt Rood on my part, and freed mee 
from death, that was intended againſt mee. For though 
my name and libertie and riches bee taken from mee, 
yet my life is redeemed : and that is thy mercie that 
bodie and ſoule are not yet parted. Whence the doAtine 
is: 

That God is the maintainer and vpholder of his peo- 
ple. Howſocuer Kings and Princes be nurſing-fathers vn- 
ro Gods Church, yet that is not becauſe hee needs them, 
but becauſe hee would doe thema good turne, in imploy- 
ing them in his ſeruice. And therefore may God be called 
the ypholder of his people, becauſe he ſaues them fro their 
ſinnes; and from the puniſhments due totheir fins, which 
no man can'doe: Hee watches ower them night and day,and 
waters them cuery moment ; and hee will contend with theme 
that contend againſt his people : Tai.qg.25. ; 

This ſhould ftrike a terror into the hearts of thoſe thar 
are injurious vnto Gods ſeruants : they are bold where the 
hedge is loweft; cuery dwarfe aduentures to leape _ 
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Burtlet them know, that God is as a wall of fireaboutr his 
Church, and he will maintaine the right of his children. 

Indeed their props are, and till haue beene, ſo weake;. 
their enemics ſo many, ſo malitious, and ſo ſtrong,thar it 
is a miracle the Church ſtands to this day : but God hath F 
beene, and cuer will be the ypholder of it,and therefore it - -Þ 
muſt needes'goe ill with thoſe, that lift vp themſelues a- ; 

ain(t it, 
, Secondly, here is a notable conſolation for the afflited 7//+ x. 
pou of God. Howlſocuer they haue few meanes and few 
ends; and where they ſhould haue moſt helpethey haue # 
leaſt; where they looked for comfort,they find diſcomfort ; \Ihs 
and where they thought to be enriched, they are impoue- F 
riſhed : yer if they can pray,all ſhall be well. 

If money and friends, and large revenues and the like, 
had been the vpholders of the Church, it would haue 
gorie to the ground long ere this. But what faith the 
Church here? O Lord thou haſt maintained the canſe of my 

ſonle. There is our ſtay: let vs bee ſure wee haue a gbod 

. cauſe, andlay it before Gods judgement ſeate, and then 
though we be ouerborne, God will not be ouerborne; but 
hee will and on our fide, cuen hee that loues goodneſle, 
and hates wickedneſle,and will bee aucnged on thoſe thar 
bend themſclues and their endeuours to doe miſchiefe yn- 
to his people. I1a.49.26. 

Wee would willingly haue him to bee our Tudge, who 
is moſt juſt, who carries the greateft loue ro vs.and our 
cauſe, and the hardeſt minde againſt our aduerſafies : ſuck 
an one is God. And therefore Fein we haue a good cauſe _ A 
to Rand in, euen the matter of our | Angubr— - and enemies 
whom God hates with a deadly hatred, the Diuell, the 
world and the fleſh, &c. this ſhould pur life and heart into 
vs, to goe vnto Chriſt Ieſus our Judge,who hath ſo dearly - 
loued vs, as to lay downe his life He vs, that hee might 
deliver vs from all our enemies, and bring vs through the 
troubles and tentations of this miſerable world vnto cuer- 
lifting happineſle in the heauens, When we are — : 
| | |  ; Wa 9 ""- 
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Defi.g. 
All wrongs 
knowne4to 
God. 


Reaſon I. 


Pſal.94.. 
Kphel.4.6. 


Plal.#9.7; 


Renc].20,32, 
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edwith burthens-and tentarjons, let vs lay.them. ypo 


him, and fay, Lord, thou haft vndertaken to comfart thy 


children : Tam not. able to vndergoe this that is yponme 


therefore doe thoumaintaine my cauſe, and helpe and._de- 


liver me from my miſerie, ON 
Verſe 59. Thex haſt ſeene my wrong.) From theſe words. 
this dorine may be collected: . £7 = 
That thcre is noching done, ſpoken, or thought againſt 
any Chriſtian, but God takes knowledge of it : bm i5not 
one-praQtiſe,ſlander, or device of cruell beafts againſtthe 
ſheepe of Chriſt, but God ſces it, and markes it. And this . 
muſt needs be ſo: - =E | | 
2. Firſt, becauſerhey are his flocke, and therefore hee 
loues to looke ynto them, eſpecially ſfith. hee hath paid ſo 
deerely for them, . | = 
- 2 Secondly,it is bis natureto behold all things. For he 
that made the cye, ſhall not hee ſee ? ec, Hee is aboxe vs alh, 


- end through vs all,andin vs all. Yea, wee areas it were the 
apple of his eye. Now it-is a hard matter for one to come: 


with thornes to put out anothers eye, and hee not take no- 
tice of it: and. 
| 3 Thirdly,God doth the rather obſerue the indignities 
that are offered vnto his children, becauſe their. prophane 
aduerfaries doe hate his image in them. For when they 
were as bad as theraſelues, they cond live with the rwenty 
oxthirty yeeres,and hegnadiiende with them : but when. 
once they renounce the ſeruice of Satan and of their.owne 
huſts, vmto which they are in bondage flill, then they op- 
ofe with might and maine againſt them : and rherefore it 
ws ſaid, for thy ſake hae we ſuffered rebuke, flame hath co- 
xercd our face. 

4 The feurth and haft reaſon, why God muſt needs take 
notice of the wrongs done vm his:ſeruants, is, becauſe ir 
belongs to him to -rewerd excry owe according to their works. 
He muſt and will giue them full pay, andtherfore he keeps | 
all vypon uſt and due ree>rd. | As the workes of the -= 4 
teousfball Rand for them,ſo {ball the works of oyuhons 
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world may take notice of them ar the laſt day, 

- This vato ys matter of ſingular comfort, Howſe- 
"eur the aduerſaries be buſie and wacchful to plot andpro- 
cure the hurc of Gods Church ; they cannot be ſovigilane 
for the hurt of it, as God is watchfull for the good of it:and 
-therefore they may bee ſure they (hall haue a happic iſſue 

outofall their troubles, if fo be they can make their mone 

co God, and waite patiently for his mercie. 


| But whatnecd we lay openour griefes before him,ſec- Ob;effion, 


ing that he knowes them all before tiand? 


Though he docknow them, yet he would hauc you to eLyſwey. 


preferreg your bill of complainr,and that will be for the in- 
creaſe hows comfort, and further experience of his loue : 
and howſocuer hee purpoſe to deſtroy the wicked, yer 
would he haue you to go on in your ſuit againſt rhem Rtill, 

Neither is this to bee reſtrained onely to corporall ene. 
mies,bur' it holds much more — for ſpirituall ene- 
| miles. Say a man bee ſurcharged with finne and Saran : ler 
him bemone his caſe before the Lord;and itwill be a mar- 
veilous caſe vnto him, If one of our children ſhuld bur ſay, 
father or mother, I am exceeding ficke, readicto faint vn» 
der my paines, 8c. hee need ſay no more: this would ſet 
their hearts and hands on worke to doe him good. And is 
there not farre more loue in our heauenly Father ? Yes 

furely : and therefore it all ſuch extremities, let God. 

be our refuge, andiet vs caſt all our cares and 
forrowes ypon him,who is able and wil- 
ling to beare them,and in due ſcaſon 
to freevs fromthem, andin the 
end,to make vs gainers 
by them. 


FINIS. 
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be written in great capitall lettergagainſtthem,thacall the 
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